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Immigration Highlights – Fourth Quarter 2001

B.C. immigration remained steady in
2001 while fourth quarter showed some
decline  . . .

Total immigrant landings in B.C. during
2001 were 38,289 persons, a slight in-
crease from 37,388 persons in 2000.   Im-
migration during the first three quarters of
the year was relatively strong while the
fourth quarter recorded a noticeable de-
cline.  During the fourth quarter, total
landings were 7,700 persons, a drop of 14
per cent from the 8,986 persons landed
during the same period in 2000.  B.C.’s
share of total Canadian immigrants was at
15%, a decline of more than a half per-
centage point from the same quarter in
2000.  The September 11 terrorist attacks
in the U.S. might have been one of the
reasons that caused fewer arrivals during
the fourth quarter.

Total landings for Canada were 51,770
persons, a decrease of 10% from the
57,420 persons recorded during the fourth
quarter of 2000.  During this period, B.C.
has been replaced by Quebec as the sec-
ond most popular destination for immi-
grants to Canada.   Quebec received 8,630
immigrants whereas Ontario received the
highest number with 29,772 immigrants
during the fourth quarter of 2001.

B.C. Immigration and Share of Canada Total
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Skilled workers and sponsored family
members formed the majority of immi-
grants . . .

Of all landings to B.C. during the fourth
quarter of 2001, 46% were in the Assisted
Relatives or Other Independents Classes,
and 39% were in the Family Class.  How-
ever, a relatively lower proportion was ad-
mitted as skilled workers when compared
to the same period of 2000.

B.C. Immigrants By Class
2000 vs. 2001
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B.C. is the favoured destination for
business immigrants . . .

Although the number of immigrants arriving
under the Business Immigration Program
has generally been declining, B.C. is still
the favoured province for business immi-
grants.  During the fourth quarter of 2001,
B.C. was the second most popular desti-
nation for immigrants in the Investor or
Entrepreneur Classes.  B.C. attracted 26%
of all entrepreneur immigrants and 28% of
all investor/self-employed immigrants that
arrived in Canada during the period.

B.C. receives a relatively lower number
of refugee immigrants . . .

Compared to other provinces, B.C. re-
ceives a much lower share of refugees and
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immigrants in the designated classes.
During the fourth quarter of 2001, B.C. re-
ceived a total of 528 refugee/designated
immigrants.  This represents 7% of the to-
tal for Canada, which is a disproportionally
lower share when compared to the overall
immigrant share of 15%.

Asia is still the leading source . . .

Asian immigrants represented 74% of all
landings in B.C. During the fourth quarter
of 2001, the top five source countries of
immigrants to B.C. were all in Asia.  China
Mainland, the leading source country of
immigrants to B.C., was also the source of
most immigrants in the Investor class.   In-
dia, the second top source, accounted for
the majority of family immigrants. South
Korea was the major source of Entrepre-
neur immigrants to B.C. during the period.

Immigration by Destination by Class
Oct-Dec, 2001
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Most immigrants settled in the Greater
Vancouver Area . . .

Approximately 79 per cent of immigrants
landed in B.C. during the fourth quarter of
2001 reported an intended destination
within the Greater Vancouver area.  A
relatively higher proportion of immigrants
from non-Asian countries settled outside
the Greater Vancouver area.
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Special Feature: Refugee Immigrants to British Columbia

Accepting and settling refugees has al-
ways been an important theme in Can-
ada’s immigration policy.  It is estimated
that about 23,000 to 30,400 refugees will
be admitted to Canada during 2002…

Historically, the number of refugee immi-
grants arriving in British Columbia has been
small relative to other provinces such as
Quebec and Ontario.  Over the past dec-
ade, the annual number of refugee immi-
grants to B.C. has been less than three
thousand people, representing between six
to seven per cent of all landings in the
province.  This accounted for less than ten
per cent of all refugees who arrived in Can-
ada during the last ten years.

B.C. Refugee Immigrants

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500
No. Refugees

0

2

4

6

8

10
Per cent of Canada

BC Share of Canada

B.C.’s share of refugees has been steady
and never exceeded its share of total Ca-
nadian immigrants.  B.C.’s share of refu-
gees remained at about 8 per cent even at
the peak immigration period during the mid
1990’s when the province attracted more
than 20 per cent of immigrants to Canada.

Refugees by Province of Destination
Landed 1990-2001

Nfld

PEI

N.S.

N.B.

Que

Ont

Man

Sask

AB

NWT

BC

Yuk

0 50 100 150 200 250

Thousands

Also, during the early 1990’s when refugees
represented more then 20 per cent of all new
comers to Canada, B.C. share of total refu-
gees was still at about 6 to 7 per cent.

Top 10 Sources of Refugees to B.C.
Landed 1990-2001
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Over the last decade, most refugees des-
tined for B.C. arrived from countries in the
Middle-East and Asia with Iran being the top
source.  The top ten sources of refugees ac-
counted for about 65 per cent of all refugees
landed in the province during that time.
Vietnam and Poland, the two dominating
sources of refugees during the 1980’s, have
now moved down in the top ten list.

Generally speaking, refugees to Canada can
be divided into two major categories – those
who are sponsored privately and those who
are sponsored by government.   Over the
last decade, most refugees to B.C. were
admitted under the sponsorship of a gov-
ernment body.  The trend also indicated that
fewer refugees were privately sponsored in
recent years.

Until recently, refugee immigrants could also
be sub-categorized into two classes, namely
Convention Refugees and Designated
Classes.  Convention refugees are those
who suit the definition of a refugee stipulated
by the United Nations, whereas persons in
the Designated Classes include those who
face similar situations in being refugees but
do not satisfy the strict definition of a con-
vention refugee.

Compared with the overall immigration to
B.C., refugees are relatively younger.  For
those who landed between 1990 and 2001, a
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higher proportion of refugees was in the 25-
34 age group.  Also, contrary to the overall
landings in the province, where a higher
proportion of immigrants were female, male
refugees out-numbered female refugees in
most age groups.   Males represented
about 60 per cent of all refugees landed
during the given period.

B.C. Refugees by Sponsorship
Landed 1990-2001
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Education qualifications of refugees were
relatively lower than those of other immi-
grants.  Over the period 1990-2001, ap-
proximately 60 per cent of refugees aged
20 and over had only secondary or less
education, comparatively higher than the 44
per cent observed for the non-refugee im-
migrants.

B.C. Refugees By Gender By Age
Landed 1990-2001
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English language ability of refugees was only
slightly lower than that of the non-refugee
immigrants.  At time of landing during 1990-
2001, 54 per cent of refugees reported hav-
ing no English language ability, which is only
marginally higher than the 50 per cent re-
ported by non-refugee immigrants.   Span-
ish, Serbo-Croatian, Persian, Vietnamese
and Farsi were the most often spoken lan-
guages by refugees who came during 1990-
2001.
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