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NEW RESEARCH TRAINEES SPAN THE PROVINCE 
 
 

Provincial funding for research has enabled the Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research to fund a record 
170 candidates for Research Trainee Awards. These trainees, now beginning their careers in health research, 
come from many locations, including areas across the province, and represent a wide range on interests and 
areas of specialization. 
 

A cross-section of research trainees, their areas of specialization, research location and contact information is 
provided below for media interviews. A complete list of Research Trainee Award recipients is available on the 
Michael Smith Foundation website at www.msfhr.org/ by following the links to the Research Trainee Program.  
 

Vancouver Island: 
• Ben Montpetit, Nanaimo – Biomedical research, UBC   

bmontpet@msl.ubc.ca   
604 827-3912 

• Scott Zuyderduyn, Ladysmith – Biomedical research, BC Cancer Agency 
scottz@bccrc.ca    
604 675-6000 ext. 7700 

 

North: 
• Karla Bretherick, Terrace – Medical Genetics, Children & Women’s Health Centre 

karlab@interchange.ubc.ca    
604 436-4849 

 

Interior: 
• Robin Yates, Williams Lake – Population Health / Social Sciences (First Nations focus) UVic  

yatesr@uvic.ca   
250 472-4689 

• Jodi Pawluski, Vernon – Biomedical / Psychology research, UBC - Point Grey Campus 
jodi@psych.ubc.ca   
604 250-8969  

 

Lower Mainland:  
• Dan Starczynowski: Surrey  Biomedical research, BC Cancer Agency / UBC  

dstar@bccrc.ca      
-30- 

      
Media 
contact: 

Marisa Adair 
Ministry of Health 
250 952-1887 
250 920-8500 (cell) 

Alison Osborne 
Communications Manager 
Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research 
604 714-6600 

   
For more information on government services or to subscribe to the Province’s news feeds using RSS, 
visit the Province’s website at www.gov.bc.ca. 
 


