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Earnings & Employment Trends 4 December 2002

Interior employment declines - The ~ Lower Mainland h‘_"‘S
experienced employment growth in
Percent Change . all of the past 5 years, where the
Lower Mainland L 40 rest of the province has had some
m I years of declines. The cumulative
, , , , / 0.0 effect has been an overall increase
7\/ I in the Lower Mainland of 10.7%

Rest of BC -2.0 . . .
4o more people with jobs in 2002 than
in 1997. At the same time, there

r-6.0

Vancouver Island | were 3.3% fewer people employed
108 1995 2000 2001 2002 on Vancouver Island and 0.1%

fewer in the Rest of BC.

Province wide, employment was up

Self-employment recovering 5.6% in 2002 from 5 years earlier.
percent Change Total employment had peaked in
- 10.0 2000, reaching 1,949,100 people,
- 8.0 and, after dropping in 2001, began
Employees 6.0 to rise again in 2002 when it
/ [ averaged 1,973,400.

. : : = Lo
7 L 2.0 - The number of self-employed fell as
\/ r-4.0 the number of paid employees rose.
Self-Employed 23 Self-employment had a significant
1008 1999 2000 2001 2002 ' drop in 2000 followed by a lesser

drop in 2001, but began to grow
again in 2002. In absolute terms, by
2002, the level of self-employment

Average weekly hours worked are showing some was up 3.8% from 1997 level. Paid
recovery employment had positive growth
Percent Change for 3 of the last 4 years (-0.1% in
_2'0 2001) and the level by 2002 was
- 6.0% above that of 1997.
Goods 1.0
: ' : : 0.0 .
// L 10 - Year 2000 saw strong growth in
i _2'0 average weekly hours worked.
. L _3'0 Average hours declined in the last
Services : .
L 4.0 two years as part-time work took an
1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 increasing share of employment.

Source: Statistics Canada, Labour Force Survey

This and other releases are also available through the Internet at http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca Call (250) 387-0359 for details.
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