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Sport fishing in British Columbia
This article is the second in a series of ex-
cerpts from a BC STATS report on the
province’s fisheries and aquaculture sector,
published earlier this year. It is available
through the New Releases section of the BC
STATS website at
http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca.

One of the main goals of the study was to
derive estimates of GDP and employment
for the sport fishing industry that would be
compatible with those for other industries
within the sector, and comparable to data for
other parts of the economy. The data pre-
sented in this paper were developed using
methods similar to those used in other sec-
toral studies done by BC STATS (e.g., for
the tourism and high-tech sectors). More
information on the methodology used to de-
rive the sport fishing estimates can be found
in the original document.

Sport fishing defined
Unlike the commercial fishery, aquaculture, and
fish processing, sport fishing is not a standard in-
dustry for which there is a widely accepted defini-
tion. Statistics Canada does not include “sport
fishing” as one of the industries in the Standard
Industrial Classification; instead, sport fishing ac-
tivities are imbedded in the data for a number of
other service-sector industries. This means that
there have been no readily available and consis-
tent measures of the economic impact that the
industry has on the economy.

This is not a problem unique to the sport fishery.
The economy is constantly evolving, and new types
of activities are gaining importance as consumer
tastes and preferences change. Some activities
previously not considered important or large
enough to merit their own grouping are now
emerging as important drivers in the new economy
(tourism and high technology are two examples). It
therefore has become necessary to disentangle the

information related to these sectors from the vari-
ous industries in which they have been imbedded.

The methods developed to measure the size of
the high technology and tourism sectors helped
form the framework within which the sport fishing
industry was defined. In fact, BC Stats drew heav-
ily on its earlier work when addressing this issue.

Sport fishing was defined to comprise all sport-
fishing related1 activities of establishments that sell
directly to anglers, including:

• Angling guides and charter operators;

• Resorts and fish camps;

• Boat rentals and marinas;

• Retail outlets selling directly to sport fishers
(e.g., fish and tackle shops, sporting goods
stores, boat and outboard motor retailers, and
so on);

• Air, rail, water and other transportation indus-
tries which transport sport fishermen travelling
to and from BC and within the province;

• Hotels, motels, campgrounds, and other ac-
commodation providers; and

• Restaurants, bars, and other food and bever-
age establishments.

In addition, some of the output associated with the
non-fishing activities (for example, visits to tourist
attractions) of recreational anglers who are also
tourists in the province, was attributed to the sport
fishing industry.

                                               
1 Only some of the activities of these industries were assigned
to sport fishing. For example, while a significant portion of the
clientele at resorts or sporting goods stores could be sport
fishers, revenues from other clients might be equally, or even
more, important. For these industries, a sport fishing compo-
nent was determined, and used to allocate a percentage of
their economic activities to sport fishing.
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The relationship between tourism and
sport fishing

Some, but not all, of the GDP, employment
and revenue in the sport fishing industry is
also part of the province’s tourism sector.

Many recreational anglers are also tourists–
people who travel a distance of 80 kilome-
tres or more from their usual place of resi-
dence in order to participate in this activity.

At the same time, many anglers who live on
the coast of BC or near inland waters would
not be considered tourists because they can
participate in their sport without travelling
that far.

For this reason, a significant percentage of
the GDP, employment and revenue data re-
ported for sport fishing sector is also re-
ported as part of the tourism sector. Users
of tourism and sport fishing estimates
should be aware of this overlap.

The same principles apply to the treatment
of tourism data, which is calculated by allo-
cating a share of the activities of selected
service industries to the tourism sector.

Sport fishing contributed $244 million to BC’s
total GDP in 1997
GDP in the sport fishing industry was estimated at
$244 million (constant 1992 dollars) in 19972. In
comparison, all tourism activities (including those
related to sport fishing) in the province generated
a total GDP of $4.1 billion in 1997.

The sport fishing industry’s GDP increased
marginally (+0.9%) between 1996 and 1997,
largely due to an improvement in the saltwater
component (+4.9%) of the industry, which
accounts for a little more than half (54%) of the
industry’s total GDP. Freshwater fishing activity
was down 3.4% during this period.

                                               
2 While these estimates are now somewhat dated, BC STATS
has begun work on a project to update the information
presented to cover the period up to 1999. It is slated for
release early next year.

Both the saltwater and freshwater components
of the industry have declined since 1984

80

90

100

110

120

130

140

150

160

170

1984 1986 1988 1990 1992 1994 1996

Saltwater

Freshwater

GDP, $1992 million

Over the longer term, GDP in the sport fishing in-
dustry has been trending down, falling 11.4%
during the period from 1984 to 1997. Both the
saltwater (-5.1%) and freshwater (-17.7%) com-
ponents of the industry have shrunk. The tourism
sector as a whole has fared better, with GDP ris-
ing by a third (+32.9%) during this period. Tourism
has posted steady gains in almost every year
since 1984.

The sport fishing industry’s long run decline re-
flects many factors. Among these are fewer an-
glers (as reflected in the number of both saltwater
and freshwater licences sold in the province), and
weak performances by some of the main indus-
tries providing services to anglers. (GDP for the
sport fishing industry is calculated by allocating a
percentage of the output of various industries to
sport fishing.) For example, air transportation, one
of the industries for which there is an angling-
related component, has not fared well, in real
terms, during the last fifteen years. In addition,
while large hotels have done quite well during the
last fifteen years, smaller accommodation proper-
ties have seen their output decline, as have mari-
nas–all of which are important components of the
sport fishing industry.
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Real GDP in the industry has declined slightly
since 1984 even though the current dollar fig-
ures show fairly steady growth over the long
term
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The sharper decline in the freshwater sector of
this industry is the result of differences in the pat-
tern of expenditures made by freshwater and salt-
water anglers. For example, over time, transporta-
tion costs have represented a growing share of
expenditures made by freshwater anglers, but a
declining share of spending by saltwater anglers.
The downturn in the air transportation industry has
therefore had a significant (and growing) effect on
the freshwater estimates as transportation costs
have represented a growing share of total spend-
ing. The opposite is true in the case of saltwater
angling. Spending on transportation has not in-
creased as much as other expenditures made by
saltwater anglers.

It is important to keep in mind that the GDP figures
presented here are in constant 1992 dollars, which
means that they have been restated to remove the
effects of inflation. Price increases have, to a cer-
tain extent, masked the lack of growth in the in-
dustry since 1984, as revenues have continued to
rise, reflecting price rather than volume effects.
This has translated into an increase in current
dollar GDP even though the constant dollar esti-
mates, which measure the level of activity in the
industry, show a modest decline over the longer
term.

6,000 British Columbians are employed as a
result of sport fishing activities
Sport fishing generated employment for 6,000
British Columbians in 1998, making the industry
the biggest employer in the fisheries and aquac-
ulture sector. The number of jobs all four compo-
nents of the fisheries and aquaculture sector
(commercial fishery, aquaculture, processing and
sport fishery) was 12,800 in that year. These fig-
ures include both full-time and part-time workers.

Within the sport-fishing industry, the largest em-
ployers were accommodation, food and beverage
and transportation providers, and fishing guides,
which together accounted for nearly 4,000 jobs.
Recreational vehicle dealers (including those sell-
ing boats) and gas stations employed almost
1,000 people whose jobs were supported by an-
gling. Various other services accounted for the
remaining jobs in the industry.

Saltwater and freshwater angling generate
roughly equal numbers of jobs
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Saltwater and freshwater angling generated
employment for roughly equal numbers of British
Columbians (about 3,000 each) in 1998.
Historically, saltwater angling was the biggest
source of jobs in the sport fishing industry, but
uncertainty about salmon angling opportunities in
particular, and reduced activity in the industry
during recent years has taken its toll. The number
of saltwater jobs has declined by 1,300 since
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1993. Freshwater angling activities have also
tapered off slightly, with a job loss estimated at
about 400 during the same period. Employment in
the sport fishing industry now stands at a level that
is comparable to the mid-1980s.

Freshwater and saltwater angling activities put
about $99 million into the pockets of BC workers
in 1997: $50 million for those employed as a result
of saltwater angling activities, and $49 million for
workers in the freshwater industry.

Revenue arising from angling activities in the
province was estimated at $651 million in 1997,
about 30% of the $2.2 billion in total earnings of
the fisheries and aquaculture sector. Of this total,
an estimated $316 million was generated by salt-
water angling, while $335 million came from the
activities of freshwater anglers.

Not surprisingly, angling-related activities ac-
count for most of the sport fishing industry’s
GDP
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Almost all of the GDP in the sport fishing
industry is attributable to angling activities. In addi-
tion, angler participation in other tourist-related
activities such as shopping or visits to attractions
generated nearly $50 million of total value added
in 1997. About a fifth of total GDP in this industry
is related to these “peripheral” activities.


