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Municipal Population Estimates, 2006

Okanagan-Similkameen

Skeena-Queen Charlotte

The Province

Between July 1st 2005 and June 30th 2006
British Columbia’s population grew by 1.24
per cent. This resulted in an increase of
52,619 individuals from the 2005 population
of 4,257,833 to an end of period population
level of 4,310,452 persons. This growth rate
was above the Canada figure of 1.0 per cent.
Over the same period Alberta had the high-
est growth rate of 2.99 per cent, followed by
Nunavut at 2.47 per cent. BC’s growth rate
was higher than that of Ontario (1.02%) for
this 2005 -2006 period.

The majority of the population growth for
British Columbia was a result of strong in-
ternational immigration. Between July 1st
2005 and July 1st 2006 BC received 37,942
individuals through net international mi-
gration. BC gained a further 10,898 persons
through natural increases in population
(40,926 births minus 30,028 deaths). Finally,
net interprovincial migration accounted for
an increase of 3,779 individuals.
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Regional Districts

Twenty-four of British Columbia’s regional
districts showed positive population
growth between 2005 and 2006. Central
Okanagan had the highest growth rate over
this period at 3.04 per cent, gaining a total
of 5109 individuals. Greater Vancouver
had the highest gains in absolute terms as
22,308 more individuals called this Regional
District home over this period.

Percent Change

Regional District %Change Growth 2006 Pop
Greater Vancouver 102 22038 2,180,737
Capital 065 2285 353,710
Fraser Valley 149 3956 268972
Central Okanagan 304 5,109 173,026
Nanaimo 193 2,729 143,791
Thompson-Nicola 167 2,156 130933
Comox-Strathcona 190 1,999 107312
Fraser-Fort George 028 280 101,881
Okanagan-Similkameen 226 1878 84914
North Okanagan 173 1395 81888
Cowichan Valley 191 1502 80,295
Cariboo 075 528 70849
Peace River 208 1311 64272
East Kootenay 213 1315 63,169
Central Kootenay 069 418 60,651
Columbia-Shuswap 241 1282 54520
Bulkley-Nechako 047 207 44147
Kitimat-Stikine 003 15 42927
Squamish-Lillooet 265 975 37,750
Alberni-Clayoquot 115 375 33,063
Kootenay-Boundary -094 -313 32864
Sunshine Coast 234 670 29262
Skeena-Queen Charlotte 1.16 260 22,722
Powell River 1.38 290 21364
Mount Waddington -0.19 -26 13,562
Northem Rockies 059 39 6,644
Central Coast -1.13 -44 3,860
Stikine -0.73 -10 1,367
British Columbia 124 52,619 4,310,452

Fourteen regional

districts had higher
population growth than BC, including three
of the top five most populated areas.
Greater Vancouver and the Capital regional

This and other releases are also available through the Internet at http;//www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca Call (250) 387-0359 for details.
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districts had below average growth rates,

. 2005-06 Pop Change 2006
but accounted for the largest absolute in- Municipality %  Persons| Population
crease in population. Fraser Valley, Central Oak Bay, DM -1.38 -252 18,059

. . Trail, C -2.46 -195 7,744

(?kanagan and Nana1mo‘, the third through White Rock, C o078 154 19,545
fifth most populated regions, had above BC Coquitiam, C -0.11 -132 119,319
Kitimat, DM -0.72 -76 10,510

average growth rates. Rossland, C -1.91 71 3,653
. . . Central Saanich, DM -0.30 -51 16,768

Only four regional districts showed nega- Fruitvale, VL 211 44 2039
tive population growth between 2005 and Grand Forks, C -0.98 -41 4,159
New Hazelton, DM -3.83 -29 729

2006. Central Coast showed the highest per-
centage drop in their population at -1.13 per
cent growth. This resulted in an outflow of
44 people from this area.  Kootenay-
Boundary Regional District had the highest
absolute drop in population of 313 persons.
Three of the areas showing negative growth
rates are also those areas with the lowest
population bases.

The District Municipality of Oak Bay and
the City of Trail lost the largest amount of
population over the 2005 to 2006 period.
Oak Bay had 252 less estimated residents at
the end of the period and Trail had 195 less.
Those municipalities experiencing the larg-
est loss in percentage terms were New
Hazelton (-3.82%), Port Edwards (-3.67%)
and Stewart (-3.59%). The total population
of each of these three areas, however, was
less than 1,000 individuals. Of the 38 mu-
nicipalities that lost population, 29 had
populations below 5,000.

Municipalities

Of British Columbia’s 157 municipalities for
which population was estimated, 118 had
positive population growth between 2005
and 2006. 38 municipalities had negative
population growth and one showed no
change. The City of Surrey had the largest
absolute gain in population at 6,486
individuals. The City of Vancouver had
the second largest gain of 4,700 people.

Municipal estimates are calculated by the
Population Section of BC Stats through a
regional estimation model that has been
developed and refined over the past 25 years.

This model, which uses indicators of population

_ 2005-06 Pop Change 2006 change such as residential electrical connections

Municipality %  Persons| Population . . . .
and telephone line location information, has

Surrey, C 164 6486 402,150 .
Vancouver, C 081 4700 587,891 enabled BC Stats to produce relatively accurate
Kelowna, C 301 3298 112775 population estimates without the high cost of
Langley, Township DM 250 2424 99537 conducting a census.
Chilliwack, C 299 2,108 72621
Maple Ridge, DM 276 2035 75783 Knowledge of population growth and where it
Penticton, C 488 1612 34669 occurs is vital to the planning process. For this
Port Moody, C 517 1481 30,120 reason the Municipal and Regional District
Kamloops, C 165 1361 84,064 Estimates are an important tool for provincial
Nanaimo, C 167 1333 80949 and local governments in assessing current and

future community needs.

The population estimates for 1996 to 2006 (as
well as the estimates for 1976-1995) are
available on the BC Stats web site:

http:/ /www .bcstats.gov.bc.ca

In percentage terms, the villages of Radium
Hot Springs (13.3%), Clinton (12.9%),
Valemont (11%) and Tumbler Ridge District
Municipality (6.8%) had the highest
population growth rates.
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