Criteria for Ontario AMBER Alert:

Before an alert is initiated, three
criteria must be met:

1. Law enforcement agency
confirms a child under 18
years of age has been
abducted,;

2. Law enforcement agency
believes the circumstances
surrounding the abduction
indicate that the child is in
danger of serious bodily
harm or death; and

3. There is enough descriptive
information about the child,
abductor, and/or suspect’s
vehicle to believe an
immediate broadcast alert
will help in locating the
child.
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For more information regarding Ontario AMBER
Alert:

http://www.gov.on.ca/opp/
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The Ontario AMBER Alert is
a warning system that
quickly alerts the public of
abducted children who are in
Imminent dangetr.

The participation of the
public is essential to the
success of AMBER Alert.

The information you provide
to police may help an
abducted child before it is
too Iate.

We can take action together

to protect and safely recover
abducted children.
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& n 1996,
the brutal
kidnapping

% and murder
1 of 9 year
old Amber
Hagerman,
caused her

community

of Arlington Texas to come together and
create the AMBER (America’s Missing
Broadcast Emergency Response) program
with the intent of preventing such incidents
from occurring in the future and to increase

the safety of children in the community.

The Ontario AMBER Alert Program is a
voluntary cooperative plan between the
Ontario Association of Broadcasters, law
enforcement agencies, and the Ontario
Ministry of Transportation. The program is
used to alert the public in child abduction
cases where police believe the child is in

danger of bodily harm or death.

The Ontario Provincial Police facilitate the
program within the province. The OPP
provide media outlets with critical informa-
tion concerning a confirmed child abduction
which could assist in locating the child.
The program is available to all police agen-

cies in Ontario.

When an AMBER Alert is activated, the
police now have thousands of eyes watch-
ing for the victim, suspect, or suspect's

vehicle.

How Does it Work?

AMBER uses highway changeable message signs,
radio, television and cable to immediately broadcast
descriptions of kidnap victims, their abductors, and
suspect vehicles.
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Radio and television stations immediately interrupt
their programming to disseminate information. This
is done as a public service without commercial
endorsement.

The OPP follow an established protocol to activate
the alert, notifying police communication centres,
MTO, the media, and other participating partners in
the area in which the child is most likely to be
located.

An AMBER Alert is not intended for cases involving
parental abductions or runaways except in life
threatening situations

The duration of an alert will depend on the circum-
stances surrounding the abduction and will vary
from one incident to the next. In most cases five
hours would be the maximum.

The AMBER Alert is in place to quickly notify the
public of the details of the abduction during the
early stages of the investigation. Once this is
accomplished, the Alert has served its’ purpose.

Benefits of Ontario AMBER Alert:

e The early stage of the investigation is
critical. Information obtained quickly
through an AMBER Alert may assist in
the safe and swift return of abducted chil-
dren.

e AMBER Alert sends a strong message
that crimes against children are intoler-
able, and may act as a deterrent to poten-
tial kidnappers.

e AMBER Alert empowers the community
to work cooperatively with law enforce-
ment and the media to increase the safety
of our communities. The main objective
is always the safe return of the child.

How Can the Community Assist?

® When it is determined that an AMBER
Alert is required, information about the
suspect or missing child will be displayed
on electronic highway signs, radio, televi-
sion and cable TV stations.

e  [f you see or hear an AMBER Alert, watch
for the child, suspect, and/or vehicle de-
scribed in the Alert.

® |mmediately report any sightings to the
police by calling 9-1-1.

®  Provide information on the location, and a
description of the victim, suspect, and/or
any vehicle involved.

The Ontario AMBER Alert is an excellent
example of law enforcement and the media
working together with the community to
protect the safety of our children.




