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No. 2



2001 PALS: DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF ONTARIANS WITH DISABILITIES AND ONTARIANS WITHOUT DISABILITIES 

Is the Age Structure the Same for Ontarians with Disabilities and Ontarians without Disabilities?

No. The age structure for the population with disabilities is very different from the population without disabilities. The rate of disability increases as age increases, and so for the population with disabilities, there are proportionately more in the older age groups than in the younger age groups. In fact, two-thirds of the population with disabilities is aged 50 years and older. The opposite is true for the population without disabilities. This population is skewed to the young with 77% aged 49 years and younger. 
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Does the Same Age Pattern Hold True for Both Males and Females?

Yes. A very similar pattern exists for both males and females.

Is it Important to Know that the Age Structure is Different Between the Two Populations?

Yes, for most social policy issues. For example, to measure the impact of policy changes to:

· education, it makes sense to exclude those individuals who would not have been in the school system during and after the change. For the population with disabilities, this means excluding a large part of the population, while for those without disabilities, a much smaller proportion would be excluded. 

· employment strategies, it makes sense to look at the working age population only and this means excluding a large proportion of the population with disabilities and a much smaller proportion of the population without disabilities.

Are Ontarians with Disabilities More Likely to Live Alone?

Yes, except for the majority of seniors with disabilities. Up to age 69, Ontarians with disabilities are more likely to live alone than their non-disabled peers. The difference is more than double for persons aged 30 to 34 years, 40 to 44 years and 50 to 54 years where one in five adults with disabilities report that they live alone compared to less than one in five of their non-disabled peers. 
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Is an Ontario Adult with a Disability More Likely to be Part of a Low Income Family than His/Her Non-Disabled Peer?

Yes. An Ontario adult with a disability is more likely to be a member of a low income family than his non-disabled peer. Overall, 20.3% of disabled Ontario adults are a member of a low income family compared to 13.2% of non-disabled Ontarians. This is based on a family income measure developed by Statistics Canada in 1968 and updated regularly since then based on changes to the consumer price index. 

	Low Income Cut-offs for Families and Unattached 

Individuals, 2000

	Size of Area of Residence

	Family size 
	500,000
or more
	100,000
to
499,999
	30,000
to
99,999
	Small
urban
regions
	Rural
(farm and
non-farm)

	1
2
3
4
5
6
7+
	18,371
22,964
28,560
34,572
38,646
42,719
46,793
	15,757
19,697
24,497
29,653
33,148
36,642
40,137 
	15,648
19,561
24,326
29,448
32,917
36,387
39,857
	14,561
18,201
22,635
27,401
30,629
33,857
37,085
	12,696
15,870
19,738
23,892
26,708
29,524
32,340

	Source: Statistics Canada


The Low Income Cut-off (LICO) is based on family size and geographic location of the family. A family or unattached individual living below the LICO is a family or an unattached individual who spends 20% more of their total income than the average on basic expenditures of food, shelter, and clothing. Individuals who are part of this family are often referred to as “member of a low income family”. For example, if an individual with a disability is a member of a 4-person family and lives in a community with a population of 500,000 or more and this family has a total income of $30,000, this individual would be a member of a low income family.

With the exception of very young adults aged 15 to 19 years and seniors aged 75 to 79 years, Ontarian adults in every other age group are much more likely to be part of a low-income family than their non-disabled peers.  This difference is particularly pronounced during the middle years and most significant among persons aged 45 to 49 years and 50 to 54 years. 
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								Disabled		Not disabled

		0-4		10700		654460		-0.7%		6.8%

		5-9		30500		734630		-2.0%		7.6%

		10-14		37140		744520		-2.5%		7.7%

		15-19		26996		730627		-1.8%		7.5%

		20-24		33287		673099		-2.2%		7.0%

		25-29		31730		687004		-2.1%		7.1%

		30-34		47543		769314		-3.1%		7.9%

		35-39		73240		903056		-4.8%		9.3%

		40-44		105539		851740		-7.0%		8.8%

		45-49		106786		742066		-7.1%		7.7%

		50-54		127966		638344		-8.5%		6.6%

		55-59		131464		445931		-8.7%		4.6%

		60-64		129467		343984		-8.6%		3.6%

		65-69		129290		294520		-8.6%		3.0%

		70-74		154121		225618		-10.2%		2.3%

		75-79		151304		150663		-10.0%		1.6%

		80-84		103798		64990		-6.9%		0.7%

		85-89		55954		19507		-3.7%		0.2%

		90+		24752		4143		-1.6%		0.0%

				1511577		9678216
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		age for ontario				Disabled						Not disabled

						Living alone		Total		Disabled		Living alone		Total		Non-disabled

				15-29		5457.7231276251		92460		5.9%		102434.555191231		2090729		4.9%

		Valid		30-34		9580.4960355345		47688		20.1%		64565.0714126473		769438		8.4%

				35-39		9181.3273994368		73374		12.5%		65494.7224063271		903056		7.3%

				40-44		20249.5924128067		105540		19.2%		60126.6639404297		851740		7.1%

				45-49		11830.7387243212		106785		11.1%		55759.0536840917		742066		7.5%

				50-54		24967.7778823151		128088		19.5%		47198.614402397		638344		7.4%

				55-59		18766.3489405899		132102		14.2%		43967.551083287		445932		9.9%

				60-64		20419.4398480052		129897		15.7%		40274.0119018555		343985		11.7%

				65-69		29425.8019456133		129401		22.7%		43175.990431497		294522		14.7%

				70-74		33149.5823312546		154121		21.5%		49556.0383443602		225618		22.0%

				75-79		33924.6596206952		151425		22.4%		50482.8398106221		150664		33.5%

				80-84		46674.2531670873		103798		45.0%		25932.8517944918		64989		39.9%

				85 and older		39290.6147562256		81364		48.3%		12190		19508		62.5%

				Total		302918.35619151		1436043		21.1%		661158.731903587		7540591		8.8%

		ageont

						Frequency								Disabled		Non-disabled

		Valid		1		3682.8170969444						15-29		-5.9%		4.9%

				2		31285.8690900243						30-34		-20.1%		8.4%

				3		67465.8690042623						35-39		-12.5%		7.3%

				4		64565.0714126473						40-44		-19.2%		7.1%

				5		65494.7224063271						45-49		-11.1%		7.5%

				6		60126.6639404297						50-54		-19.5%		7.4%

				7		55759.0536840917						55-59		-14.2%		9.9%

				8		47198.614402397						60-64		-15.7%		11.7%

				9		43967.551083287						65-69		-22.7%		14.7%

				10		40274.0119018555						70-74		-21.5%		22.0%

				11		43175.990431497						75-79		-22.4%		33.5%

				12		49556.0383443602						80-84		-45.0%		39.9%

				13		50482.8398106221						85 and older		-48.3%		62.5%

				14		25932.8517944918

				15 and 16		12190

				Total		661158.731903587
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		ageont * LOINC Crosstabulation

		Count

						LOINC				Total

						1		2

		ageont		1		611368		107831		719199		15.0%

				2		539720		121365		661085		18.4%

				3		582443		96694		679137		14.2%

				4		668256		92939		761195		12.2%

				5		775949		116618		892567		13.1%

				6		748555		92435		840990		11.0%

				7		665214		69923		735137		9.5%

				8		584197		47218		631415		7.5%

				9		406880		34368		441248		7.8%

				10		293392		47221		340613		13.9%

				11		258946		31388		290334		10.8%

				12		202585		19848		222433		8.9%

				13		126197		23157		149354		15.5%

				14		55600		8266		63866		12.9%

				15 and 16		18569		4709		23278		20.2%

		Total				6537871		913980		7451851		12.3%

				age for ontario * LOINC Crosstabulation - Susan - I added age groups 85-89 and 90+ together

				Count

								LOINC				Total		Ontarian adults								Age group		Ontarian adults

								1		2				with disabilities		without disabilities								with disabilities		without disabilities

				age for ontario		15-19		23587		3608		27195		13.3%		15.0%						15-19		13.3%		15.0%

						20-24		22916		10371		33287		31.2%		18.4%						20-24		31.2%		18.4%

						25-29		26285		5367		31652		17.0%		14.2%						25-29		17.0%		14.2%

						30-34		34638		13051		47689		27.4%		12.2%						30-34		27.4%		12.2%

						35-39		54251		18949		73200		25.9%		13.1%						35-39		25.9%		13.1%

						40-44		79968		25463		105431		24.2%		11.0%						40-44		24.2%		11.0%

						45-49		75651		30808		106459		28.9%		9.5%						45-49		28.9%		9.5%

						50-54		97776		30312		128088		23.7%		7.5%						50-54		23.7%		7.5%

						55-59		107365		24099		131464		18.3%		7.8%						55-59		18.3%		7.8%

						60-64		101221		28246		129467		21.8%		13.9%						60-64		21.8%		13.9%

						65-69		104504		24489		128993		19.0%		10.8%						65-69		19.0%		10.8%

						70-74		137414		16539		153953		10.7%		8.9%						70-74		10.7%		8.9%

						75-79		133442		17863		151305		11.8%		15.5%						75-79		11.8%		15.5%

						80-84		81975		21823		103798		21.0%		12.9%						80-84		21.0%		12.9%

						85+		59897		20163		80060		25.2%		20.2%						85+		25.2%		20.2%

				Total				1140890		291151		1432041		20.3%		12.3%





Sheet2

		





Sheet3

		






