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2001 PALS: DISABILITY RATES AND NATURE OF DISABILITY AND SEVERITY OF DISABILITY

How is Disability Defined?

PALS based its definition of disability on the International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF). This classification views disability as the interrelationship between body functions, activities and social participation, while recognizing the role of the environment as providing both barriers and facilitators.

For adults aged 15 and over, disability in PALS is defined as a limitation in activity as a result of a health problem or condition. The following types of disabilities are included: seeing, hearing, speaking, mobility, agility, learning, cognition (e.g., memory, development), psychological, pain and unknown (i.e., the type of limitation was not specified).

For children aged 5 to 14, PALS identifies the following 10 specific types of disabilities: seeing, hearing, speaking, mobility, dexterity, psychological, learning, developmental delay, chronic health condition and unknown.

For children aged 0 to 4, PALS identifies 5 broader types of disability: hearing, seeing, chronic health conditions, developmental delay and disabilities of an unknown nature.

What Percentage of Ontarians Have a Disability?


In Ontario, 13.3% of people living in private households and collective dwellings reported some form of disability. The rate is 12.1% for males; it is slightly higher (14.4%) for females.

Does the Disability Rate Change as People Get Older?

Yes. As the chart below shows, the disability rate increases as the population ages. Less than 4% of children (0 to 14) and young adults (15 to 34) reported a disability. This figure rises to a high of 51.5% for people aged 75 and older.
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Disability Rate by Age Group


Is there a Difference in the Disability Rates for Men and Women?

For most of the age groups there are only slight differences between the disability rates for men and women. Some exceptions are as follows:

· 5.2% of boys aged 5 to 14 reported a disability, as compared to 3.4% of girls.

· 18.9% of women aged 50 to 54 reported a disability, as compared to 14.1% of men.

· 29.3% of women aged 60 to 64 reported a disability, as compared to 24.7% of men.

· 70.2% of men aged 90 and older reported a disability, as compared to 44.7% of women.

What Types of Disabilities are Reported for Children Aged from Birth to Four Years?

While questions were asked to identify five types of disabilities in very young children, the majority of these children were reported to have only two types of disabilities — the presence of a chronic condition that reduces the kind or amount of activity that they can do and delay in development. Among the 10,700 children aged from birth to four years whose parent reported that they had some type of disability, 73.5% had delay in development and 65.5% had a chronic condition that limited the kind or amount of activity that they could do. 

What Types of Disabilities are Reported for Children Aged Five to Fourteen Years?
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Among children aged 5 to 9 years, three types of disabilities are the most prevalent. Just over two-thirds (66.9%) of the 30,495 children with a disability have a chronic condition that reduces the kind or amount of activity that they can do, 63.7% had a learning disability, and 53.7% had difficulty speaking.

The same three types of disability are the most prevalent among children aged 10 to 14 years. One in seven (71.6%) of the 37,145 children were reported to have a learning disability, 62.7% have a chronic condition that reduces the amount or kind of activities that they can participate in, and just under one in four (38.7%) report having difficulty speaking.

 What Types of Disabilities are Reported among Adults Aged 15 and Older?
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Agility, pain, and mobility are the three types of disabilities most often reported by the 1,436,045 Ontarians who reported having a disability. Across all age groups, 69% reported having difficulty activities that require either flexibility or agility, e.g. – bending down and picking up a small object from the floor, getting into and out of bed, reaching in any direction, etc. Seven out of ten (70.7%) reported that pain or discomfort reduced the amount or kind of activities that they could do. Three out of four Ontario adults who reported having a disability reported that they had difficulty with mobility, e.g. - walking up and down a flight of stairs without resting, moving from one room to another, etc.

Does the Prevalence of Type of Disability Differ Among Age Groups?

Yes. There are major differences among the age groups, for example:

· 60% of young adults aged 15 to 19 years report having a learning disability while the provincial rate across all adults with disabilities is 13.7%.

· 25% of young adults aged 15 to 19 and 11.4% of adults aged 20 to 24 years report a developmental disability while the provincial rate across all age groups is 3.5%.
· 36.4% of adults aged 25 to 29 years report a psychiatric disability – more than double the rate among all Ontario adults with disabilities. 
· Both hearing and seeing disabilities increase as age increases. 

· The percentage of young adults aged 15 to 19 years who report a speaking disability is more than four times greater than for all adults — 34% versus 10.6%.

How did PALS Determine the Severity of a Respondent’s Disability?

Survey responses were used to develop a PALS severity index. For each type of disability reported by a respondent, points were given based on the intensity and frequency of the activity limitation experienced. These scores were then standardized to between 0 and 1. A respondent’s final score is the average of the scores for each type of disability he/she reported.

Different severity scales were developed for adults, children 5 to 14 and children under 5. Each of these scales was then divided into different severity levels as follows:

· Adults – mild, moderate, severe and very severe

· Children 5 to 14 – mild, moderate, severe and very severe

· Children under 5 – mild to moderate and severe to very severe

How many Children Under 5 have a Disability that is Severe to Very Severe?

Among boys under 5 who were identified by their parent or guardian as having some form of disability (6,105 boys in total), almost half (47.5%) have a disability that was severe to very severe. The figure was lower among girls under 5 (a total of 4,595 were identified by a parent or guardian as having some form of disability) at 43.7%.
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How Severe are the Disabilities Reported for Children Aged 5 to 14?

A total of 67,640 children aged 5 through 14 were reported to have some form of disability. Of these children, 62% are males and 38% are females.

As the chart on the following page shows, almost one-third of females with a disability aged 5 to 14 (32.7%) have a mild disability. Among males, the figure is lower at 28.8%.

Almost half of males with a disability aged 5 to 14 (47.4%) have a disability that is either severe or very severe. The figure is 43% among females in this age group.
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How Severe are the Disabilities Reported for Adults Aged 15 and Older?

A total of 1,436,045 adults aged 15 and older reported that they had some form of disability. Of these adults, 43.5% are males and 56.5% are females.

As the chart below shows, more than one-quarter of females with a disability aged 15 and older (30.7%) have a mild disability. Among males, the figure is higher at 35.5%.

15.6% of males with a disability aged 15 and older have a disability that is severe. The figure is 14% among females in this age group.
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Source: A profile of disability in Canada, 2001 (available on the Statistics Canada website at www.statcan.ca/english/freepub/89-577XIE/index.htm).

Note: Seniors living in nursing homes and residential care facilities were not included in PALS.
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		Chronic condition

						Frequency		Percent		Valid Percent		Cumulative Percent

		Valid		No chronic condition		3692.340913422		34.5066363527		34.5066363527		34.5066363527

				Has chronic condition		7008.038212736		65.4933636473		65.4933636473		100

				Total		10700.379126158		100		100

		Type of Disab. - Developmental delay

						Frequency		Percent		Valid Percent		Cumulative Percent

		Valid		No developmental delay		2837.234444162		26.5152702602		26.5152702602		26.5152702602

				Has developmental delay		7863.144681996		73.4847297398		73.4847297398		100

				Total		10700.379126158		100		100
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		Type of Disability - Seeing * ageont Crosstabulation

		Count

						ageont				Total

						2		3								5 to 9 years		10 to 14 years		5 to 9 years		10 to 14 years

		Type of Disability - Seeing		No seeing limitation		28048		33990		62038				Seeing		2448		3155		8.0%		8.5%

				Has seeing limitation		2448		3155		5603				Hearing		4823		4530		15.8%		12.2%

		Total				30496		37145		67641				Speech		16387		14382		53.7%		38.7%

														Mobility		5056		4973		16.6%		13.4%

		Type of Disability - Hearing * ageont Crosstabulation												Dexterity		8206		6482		26.9%		17.5%

		Count												Psychological		10057		11106		33.0%		29.9%

						ageont				Total				Learning		19431		26614		63.7%		71.6%

						2		3						Developmental		9409		9965		30.9%		26.8%

		Type of Disability - Hearing		No hearing limitation		25672		32614		58286				Chronic condition		20395		23275		66.9%		62.7%

				Has hearing limitation		4823		4530		9353						30495		37145

		Total				30495		37144		67639

		Type of Disability - Speech * ageont Crosstabulation

		Count

						ageont				Total

						2		3

		Type of Disability - Speech		No speech disability		14108		22763		36871

				Has speech disability		16387		14382		30769

		Total				30495		37145		67640

		Type of Disability - Mobility * ageont Crosstabulation

		Count

						ageont				Total

						2		3

		Type of Disability - Mobility		No mobility limitation		25439		32171		57610

				Has mobility limitation		5056		4973		10029

		Total				30495		37144		67639

		Type of Disability - Dexterity * ageont Crosstabulation

		Count

						ageont				Total

						2		3

		Type of Disability - Dexterity		Does not have dexterity limitations		22289		30663		52952

				Has dexterity limitations		8206		6482		14688

		Total				30495		37145		67640

		Type of Disability - Psychological * ageont Crosstabulation

		Count

						ageont				Total

						2		3

		Type of Disability - Psychological		No psychological or emotional limitation		20439		26039		46478

				Has psychological or emotional limitation		10057		11106		21163

		Total				30496		37145		67641

		Type of Disability - Learning * ageont Crosstabulation

		Count

						ageont				Total

						2		3

		Type of Disability - Learning		No learning limitation		11065		10531		21596

				Has learning limitation		19431		26614		46045

		Total				30496		37145		67641

		Type of Disability - Developmental * ageont Crosstabulation

		Count

						ageont				Total

						2		3

		Type of Disability - Developmental		No developmental limitation		21087		27180		48267

				Has developmental limitation		9409		9965		19374

		Total				30496		37145		67641

		Chronic condition * ageont Crosstabulation

		Count

						ageont				Total

						2		3

		Chronic condition		No chronic condition		10100		13869		23969

				Has chronic condition		20395		23275		43670

		Total				30495		37144		67639
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Sheet1

				Total		Seeing		Hearing		Speaking		Mobility		Agility		Pain		Learning		Memory		Developmental		Psychiatric		Type of disability unclassified

		15-19		27305		2863		4339		9271		10439		9790		11577		16438		4066		6789		5296		1996

		20-24		33424		2475		4435		5693		16024		11759		18001		12788		3985		3823		10400		2371

		25-29		31731						4501		12799		12047		18457		10019						11538

		30-34		47689				9645		6958		25300		22147		35917		12114		5188				9745

		35-39		73374		4407		12824		13557		48828		49383		57893		16642		13615		5082		19003

		40-44		105540		13104		19220		14817		67878		63870		83656		23455		18918				31086

		45-49		106786		17929		26862		12825		87714		80925		92923		27873		18712				27258

		50-54		128088		16110		30266		12978		99046		95392		101294		19698		16228				35617

		55-59		132102		24733		44607		13057		107319		91794		107215		23535		27720				28536

		60-64		129896		16137		38657				102568		94362		103885				13708				21935

		65-69		129401		16830		36179		9176		103801		91974		83373				9830				7171

		70-74		154121		21466		57666		13218		116188		111215		101015		5380		10332				7647

		75-79		151425		19180		60194		15557		119474		111229		94255		7466		17313				7413

		80-84		103798		36687		41540				93281		74212		58634				18580

		85-89		56611		12270		27013												x

		90+		24752		x

				1436043		226517		435767		152404		1077308		990906		1015704		197358		187511		50299		239452		37855

						15.8%		30.3%		10.6%		75.0%		69.0%		70.7%		13.7%		13.1%		3.5%		16.7%		2.6%

				Total		Seeing		Hearing		Speaking		Mobility		Agility		Pain		Learning		Memory		Developmental		Psychiatric		Type of disability unclassified

		15-19				10.5%		15.9%		34.0%		38.2%		35.9%		42.4%		60.2%		14.9%		24.9%		19.4%		7.3%

		20-24				7.4%		13.3%		17.0%		47.9%		35.2%		53.9%		38.3%		11.9%		11.4%		31.1%		7.1%

		25-29				0.0%		0.0%		14.2%		40.3%		38.0%		58.2%		31.6%		0.0%		0.0%		36.4%		0.0%

		30-34				0.0%		20.2%		14.6%		53.1%		46.4%		75.3%		25.4%		10.9%		0.0%		20.4%		0.0%

		35-39				6.0%		17.5%		18.5%		66.5%		67.3%		78.9%		22.7%		18.6%		6.9%		25.9%		0.0%

		40-44				12.4%		18.2%		14.0%		64.3%		60.5%		79.3%		22.2%		17.9%		0.0%		29.5%		0.0%

		45-49				16.8%		25.2%		12.0%		82.1%		75.8%		87.0%		26.1%		17.5%		0.0%		25.5%		0.0%

		50-54				12.6%		23.6%		10.1%		77.3%		74.5%		79.1%		15.4%		12.7%		0.0%		27.8%		0.0%

		55-59				18.7%		33.8%		9.9%		81.2%		69.5%		81.2%		17.8%		21.0%		0.0%		21.6%		0.0%

		60-64				12.4%		29.8%		0.0%		79.0%		72.6%		80.0%		0.0%		10.6%		0.0%		16.9%		0.0%

		65-69				13.0%		28.0%		7.1%		80.2%		71.1%		64.4%		0.0%		7.6%		0.0%		5.5%		0.0%

		70-74				13.9%		37.4%		8.6%		75.4%		72.2%		65.5%		3.5%		6.7%		0.0%		5.0%		0.0%

		75-79				12.7%		39.8%		10.3%		78.9%		73.5%		62.2%		4.9%		11.4%		0.0%		4.9%		0.0%

		80-84				35.3%		40.0%		0.0%		89.9%		71.5%		56.5%		0.0%		17.9%		0.0%		0.0%		0.0%

		85-89				21.7%		47.7%		0.0%		0.0%		0.0%		0.0%		0.0%				0.0%		0.0%		0.0%

		90+						0.0%		0.0%		0.0%		0.0%		0.0%		0.0%		0.0%		0.0%		0.0%		0.0%

						15.8%		30.3%		10.6%		75.0%		69.0%		70.7%		13.7%		13.1%		3.5%		16.7%		2.6%
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		Age group		Male		Female		Both Sexes

		00 to 04		1.8%		1.4%		1.6%

		05 to 14		5.2%		3.4%		4.3%

		15 to 19		3.7%		3.4%		3.5%

		20 to 24		4.4%		4.9%		4.7%

		25 to 29		3.7%		5.0%		4.3%

		30 to 34		5.5%		6.0%		5.8%

		35 to 39		6.1%		8.7%		7.4%

		40 to 44		10.3%		11.4%		10.9%

		45 to 49		11.6%		13.2%		12.4%

		50 to 54		14.1%		18.9%		16.5%

		55 to 59		21.2%		23.9%		22.6%

		60 to 64		24.7%		29.3%		27.1%

		65 to 69		30.4%		29.7%		30.0%

		70 to 74		37.4%		41.8%		39.8%

		75 to 79		48.6%		48.0%		48.3%

		80 to 84		56.2%		53.6%		54.6%

		85 to 89		53.6%		56.7%		55.7%

		90 +		70.2%		44.7%		51.1%

		All ages		12.1%		14.4%		13.3%
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				Total population						PWD

				Male		Female		Both sexes		Male		Female		Both sexes

		0-4		343340		327910		671250		6107		4593		10700		1.78%		1.40%		1.59%

		5-14		801360		760140		1561500		42024		25617		67641		5.24%		3.37%		4.33%

		15-19		394915		374505		769420		14721		12584		27305		3.73%		3.36%		3.55%

		20-24		359645		358775		718420		15975		17449		33424		4.44%		4.86%		4.65%

		25-29		356180		373470		729655		13075		18656		31731		3.67%		5.00%		4.35%

		30-34		404515		424325		828840		22172		25516		47688		5.48%		6.01%		5.75%

		35-39		487610		502240		989845		29547		43827		73374		6.06%		8.73%		7.41%

		40-44		476230		493440		969675		49289		56251		105540		10.35%		11.40%		10.88%

		45-49		419475		439655		859130		48760		58025		106785		11.62%		13.20%		12.43%

		50-54		382065		394080		776145		53778		74310		128088		14.08%		18.86%		16.50%

		55-59		288120		296380		584495		61214		70888		132102		21.25%		23.92%		22.60%

		60-64		232445		247050		479500		57411		72486		129897		24.70%		29.34%		27.09%

		65-69		205780		225095		430880		62529		66872		129401		30.39%		29.71%		30.03%

		70-74		177845		209445		387290		66536		87585		154121		37.41%		41.82%		39.79%

		75-79		130440		183365		313795		63446		87979		151425		48.64%		47.98%		48.26%

		80-84		71835		118300		190135		40396		63402		103798		56.23%		53.59%		54.59%

		85-89		33155		68445		101600		17773		38838		56611		53.61%		56.74%		55.72%

		90+		12100		36365		48465		8490		16263		24753		70.17%		44.72%		51.07%

		Total		5577055		5832985		11410040		673243		841141		1514384		12.07%		14.42%		13.27%

				Male		Female		Both sexes

		Mild to moderate		3204		2586		5790

		Severe to very severe		2903		2007		4910

		Total		6107		4593		10700

				Children aged from birth to 4 years										Male		Female

				Boys		Girls		Both sexes				Mild		12096		8388		20484

		Mild to moderate		52.5%		56.3%		54.1%				Moderate		10031		6218		16249

		Severe to very severe		47.5%		43.7%		45.9%				Severe		10965		7841		18806

		Total										Very severe		8932		3169		12101

														42024		25616		67640

														Male		Female

												Mild		28.8%		32.7%

												Moderate		23.9%		24.3%

												Severe		26.1%		30.6%

												Very severe		21.3%		12.4%
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Sheet1

		Age group		Male		Female		Both Sexes

		00 to 04		1.8%		1.4%		1.6%

		05 to 14		5.2%		3.4%		4.3%

		15 to 19		3.7%		3.4%		3.5%

		20 to 24		4.4%		4.9%		4.7%

		25 to 29		3.7%		5.0%		4.3%

		30 to 34		5.5%		6.0%		5.8%

		35 to 39		6.1%		8.7%		7.4%

		40 to 44		10.3%		11.4%		10.9%

		45 to 49		11.6%		13.2%		12.4%

		50 to 54		14.1%		18.9%		16.5%

		55 to 59		21.2%		23.9%		22.6%

		60 to 64		24.7%		29.3%		27.1%

		65 to 69		30.4%		29.7%		30.0%

		70 to 74		37.4%		41.8%		39.8%

		75 to 79		48.6%		48.0%		48.3%

		80 to 84		56.2%		53.6%		54.6%

		85 to 89		53.6%		56.7%		55.7%

		90 +		70.2%		44.7%		51.1%

		All ages		12.1%		14.4%		13.3%
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Sheet2

				Total population						PWD

				Male		Female		Both sexes		Male		Female		Both sexes

		0-4		343340		327910		671250		6107		4593		10700		1.78%		1.40%		1.59%

		5-14		801360		760140		1561500		42024		25617		67641		5.24%		3.37%		4.33%

		15-19		394915		374505		769420		14721		12584		27305		3.73%		3.36%		3.55%

		20-24		359645		358775		718420		15975		17449		33424		4.44%		4.86%		4.65%

		25-29		356180		373470		729655		13075		18656		31731		3.67%		5.00%		4.35%

		30-34		404515		424325		828840		22172		25516		47688		5.48%		6.01%		5.75%

		35-39		487610		502240		989845		29547		43827		73374		6.06%		8.73%		7.41%

		40-44		476230		493440		969675		49289		56251		105540		10.35%		11.40%		10.88%

		45-49		419475		439655		859130		48760		58025		106785		11.62%		13.20%		12.43%

		50-54		382065		394080		776145		53778		74310		128088		14.08%		18.86%		16.50%

		55-59		288120		296380		584495		61214		70888		132102		21.25%		23.92%		22.60%

		60-64		232445		247050		479500		57411		72486		129897		24.70%		29.34%		27.09%

		65-69		205780		225095		430880		62529		66872		129401		30.39%		29.71%		30.03%

		70-74		177845		209445		387290		66536		87585		154121		37.41%		41.82%		39.79%

		75-79		130440		183365		313795		63446		87979		151425		48.64%		47.98%		48.26%

		80-84		71835		118300		190135		40396		63402		103798		56.23%		53.59%		54.59%

		85-89		33155		68445		101600		17773		38838		56611		53.61%		56.74%		55.72%

		90+		12100		36365		48465		8490		16263		24753		70.17%		44.72%		51.07%

		Total		5577055		5832985		11410040		673243		841141		1514384		12.07%		14.42%		13.27%

				Children aged 5 to 14 years

				Male		Female		Both Sexes

		Mild		12096		8388		20484

		Moderate		10031		6218		16249

		Severe		10965		7841		18806

		Very severe		8932		3169		12101

				42024		25616		67640

				Children aged 0 to 4 years

		Mild to moderate		3204		2586		5790

		Severe to very severe		2903		2007		4910

				6107		4593		10700

				Adults aged 15 and older

		Mild		221766		248871		470637

		Moderate		143100		207672		350772

		Severe		162998		240663		403661

		Very severe		97248		113725		210973

				625112		810931		1436043

				Male		Female

		Mild		35.5%		30.7%

		Moderate		22.9%		25.6%

		Severe		26.1%		29.7%

		Very severe		15.6%		14.0%

				100.0%		100.0%
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Sheet1

		Age group		Male		Female		Both Sexes

		00 to 04		1.8%		1.4%		1.6%

		05 to 14		5.2%		3.4%		4.3%

		15 to 19		3.7%		3.4%		3.5%

		20 to 24		4.4%		4.9%		4.7%

		25 to 29		3.7%		5.0%		4.3%

		30 to 34		5.5%		6.0%		5.8%

		35 to 39		6.1%		8.7%		7.4%

		40 to 44		10.3%		11.4%		10.9%

		45 to 49		11.6%		13.2%		12.4%

		50 to 54		14.1%		18.9%		16.5%

		55 to 59		21.2%		23.9%		22.6%

		60 to 64		24.7%		29.3%		27.1%

		65 to 69		30.4%		29.7%		30.0%

		70 to 74		37.4%		41.8%		39.8%

		75 to 79		48.6%		48.0%		48.3%

		80 to 84		56.2%		53.6%		54.6%

		85 to 89		53.6%		56.7%		55.7%

		90 +		70.2%		44.7%		51.1%

		All ages		12.1%		14.4%		13.3%
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				Total population						PWD

				Male		Female		Both sexes		Male		Female		Both sexes

		0-4		343340		327910		671250		6107		4593		10700		1.78%		1.40%		1.59%

		5-14		801360		760140		1561500		42024		25617		67641		5.24%		3.37%		4.33%

		15-19		394915		374505		769420		14721		12584		27305		3.73%		3.36%		3.55%

		20-24		359645		358775		718420		15975		17449		33424		4.44%		4.86%		4.65%

		25-29		356180		373470		729655		13075		18656		31731		3.67%		5.00%		4.35%

		30-34		404515		424325		828840		22172		25516		47688		5.48%		6.01%		5.75%

		35-39		487610		502240		989845		29547		43827		73374		6.06%		8.73%		7.41%

		40-44		476230		493440		969675		49289		56251		105540		10.35%		11.40%		10.88%

		45-49		419475		439655		859130		48760		58025		106785		11.62%		13.20%		12.43%

		50-54		382065		394080		776145		53778		74310		128088		14.08%		18.86%		16.50%

		55-59		288120		296380		584495		61214		70888		132102		21.25%		23.92%		22.60%

		60-64		232445		247050		479500		57411		72486		129897		24.70%		29.34%		27.09%

		65-69		205780		225095		430880		62529		66872		129401		30.39%		29.71%		30.03%

		70-74		177845		209445		387290		66536		87585		154121		37.41%		41.82%		39.79%

		75-79		130440		183365		313795		63446		87979		151425		48.64%		47.98%		48.26%

		80-84		71835		118300		190135		40396		63402		103798		56.23%		53.59%		54.59%

		85-89		33155		68445		101600		17773		38838		56611		53.61%		56.74%		55.72%

		90+		12100		36365		48465		8490		16263		24753		70.17%		44.72%		51.07%

		Total		5577055		5832985		11410040		673243		841141		1514384		12.07%		14.42%		13.27%

				Male		Female		Both sexes

		Mild to moderate		3204		2586		5790

		Severe to very severe		2903		2007		4910

		Total		6107		4593		10700

				Children aged from birth to 4 years

				Male		Female		Both sexes

		Mild to moderate		52.5%		56.3%		54.1%

		Severe to very severe		47.5%		43.7%		45.9%

		Total
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