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A BILL TO AM END THE M OTOR VEHICLES ACT 
 

STRATEGY TO REDUCE IM PAIRED DRIVING 
 

 

M r. Speaker, later this afternoon I intend to introduce a Bill to Am end the M otor 

Vehicles Act. The am endm ents are aim ed at strengthening the M otor Vehicles Act 

as a forceful deterrent to drinking and driving. 

 

Last October I m ade a statem ent in this Assem bly to report substantial progress 

over the past decade in reducing the num ber of alcohol related traffic accidents and 

the num ber of deaths and injuries that result from  them . I w as pleased to report 

that real progress. At the sam e tim e, it w as discouraging to acknow ledge that 

people are still being killed and injured in alcohol related accidents. These kinds of 

accidents need not happen at all. 

 

Driving a m otor vehicle is a serious undertaking. W e need to give it our full 

attention. The consum ption of alcohol im pairs our m ental judgem ent and dim inishes 

our physical reflexes. Thankfully, it seem s, m ore and m ore drivers have com e to 

understand that drinking and driving just don’t m ix. Still, there are those w ho have 

not received the m essage that society no longer tolerates preventable accidents. 

 

In brief, M r. Speaker, the am endm ents I propose w ill provide for new  adm inistrative 

suspensions of driver’s licenses for im paired driving. These are adm inistrative rather 

than judicial procedures that enforcem ent officers can invoke im m ediately and 

separately from  the crim inal justice process. 

 



A person driving a m otor vehicle w ith a blood alcohol content of greater than 

0.05%  w ould be subject to a 24 hour license suspension and a 30 day suspension 

for a second offence w ithin a tw o year period. A person found driving w ith a blood 

alcohol content of greater than 0.08%  w ould be subject to a 90 day suspension. 

 

A problem  here in the Northw est Territories, as w ell as in southern Canada, has 

been w ith people w ho continue driving even after their driver’s license has been 

suspended. In these cases, the am endm ents provide for an im m ediate 30 day 

vehicle im poundm ent. 

 

The am endm ents also attach new  conditions for the reinstatem ent of a suspended 

driver’s license. The Bill requires that suspended drivers undergo drug and alcohol 

assessm ent and, if necessary, com plete a rehabilitation program  as part of the 

license reinstatem ent process. 

 

Finally, the am endm ents authorize the introduction of a graduated licensing system  

for new  drivers. 

 

Over the past decade, M r. Speaker, the Northw est Territories has fallen behind 

m ost other jurisdictions in Canada in enacting these or sim ilar m easures to deter 

im paired driving. These am endm ents w ill bring our law s in line w ith those in effect 

elsew here in Canada. 

 

In being am ongst the last in Canada to bring in these types of im paired driving 

deterrents, w e have had the advantage of studying how  they w orked in other 

jurisdictions before introducing them  here. For this reason, M r. Speaker, I am  

confident that the Bill I w ill introduce later today is a carefully considered and w ell 

w ritten piece of legislation. 

 



I w ish these am endm ents to the M otor Vehicles Act could finally elim inate im paired 

driving altogether. W e can never expect a law  to succeed so w ell in its purpose. 

How ever, M r. Speaker, these am endm ents w ill deliver our m essage. Drinking and 

driving is dangerous. Drinking and driving is irresponsible.  And, in the Northw est 

Territories, it is unacceptable. 

 

Thank you, M r. Speaker. 
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