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Chitek Lake Park Reserve Public Consultation  -  Phase I Summary 
 

Chitek Lake Park Reserve was established in 1998 to recognize the high natural values and cultural significance of 
the lands surrounding Chitek Lake.  This designation was initially requested by Skownan First Nation, and 
subsequent public consultation has been conducted and reviewed jointly with members of this community.  This 
designation remains in force until September, 2004, at which time a decision on the status of the Park Reserve 
must be made.  The Provincial Parks Act requires that all Park Reserves be reviewed by the public in order to 
determine the most appropriate provincial designation, boundaries and land use classification(s) for the area.  
 

This is the second round of public consultation for the Chitek Lake Park Reserve.   The first round of 
consultation, begun in late 2003, asked what should be included in a vision for the Park Reserve area.  This 
process included public drop-in sessions in Portage la Prairie, Waterhen and Winnipeg.  Public meetings provided 
the opportunity for those attending to present their views on the future of the Park Reserve, as well as to develop 
an appreciation for the many factors involved in area use and management.  
 

This second newsletter contains draft park purpose and classification statements as well as a complete list of the 
comments received so far.  These comments have helped shape the vision and direction for the proposed park. 
This phase of the consultation process offers an opportunity for respondents to provide comments on these draft 
statements.   All comments received in this second round of public review will be discussed with Skownan First 
Nation representatives, and a recommendation on park designation will then be forwarded to the provincial 
government this fall.  A summary of the entire process and the final result will then be provided to all participants. 

 

Chitek Lake Park Reserve:  Proposed Provincial Park         
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Summary of the Public Responses Received to Date (see insert for all comments) :  
 
Chitek Lake Park Reserve has been suggested as a new Provincial Park.  What do you think? 
If this were to occur, what issues need to be addressed to ensure your concept for the Chitek Lake area 
can be maintained over time? 
The most important issues raised were that park designation not affect in any way the exercise of Treaty or Aboriginal rights, 
and the need to incorporate the views of Portage la Prairie Band members and local communities in decision-making.  

Respondents supported continuing the present range of natural and cultural values and existing uses found in the Park 
Reserve, particularly the maintaining of the roadless peace and quiet of an unpolluted, intact natural setting so the area can 
continue to provide spiritual renewal for the Skownan First Nation community in the core of their traditional area of use.  
 

Parks and Natural Areas Branch is entering into this consultation with a view that if a park is to be 
established, all present land values and commitments are to be maintained. What activities\experiences 
does your vision for the future of Chitek Lake include? 
Respondents were firm that existing uses such as commercial fishing, outfitting, trapping and hunting within the park reserve 
not be adversely affected by park establishment.  Commercialization of the area, and development of activities such as road 
access, beach recreational activities and cottaging were seen as conflicting with the present remote atmosphere and the  
values of present area users.  Emphasis was also placed on the maintaining of the present experience of area users, and the 
idea of complementing, not displacing existing uses.  The importance of Treaty rights and Aboriginal viewpoints regarding 
future management were also presented. 
 

Do you feel the boundaries for the Park Reserve properly reflect the area’s management needs as you see 
them??   
Nearly all respondents wished to see the area set aside and managed to protect habitat and cultural values.  The desire to see 
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Summary of the Public Responses Received to Date (see insert for all comments) :  
 
Chitek Lake Park Reserve has been suggested as a new Provincial Park.  What do you think? 
If this were to occur, what issues need to be addressed to ensure your concept for the Chitek Lake area 
can be maintained over time? 
The most important issues raised were that park designation not affect in any way the exercise of Treaty or Aboriginal rights, 
and the need to incorporate the views of Portage la Prairie Band members and local communities in decision-making.  

Respondents supported continuing the present range of natural and cultural values and existing uses found in the Park 
Reserve, particularly the maintaining of the roadless peace and quiet of an unpolluted, intact natural setting so the area can 
continue to provide spiritual renewal for the Skownan First Nation community in the core of their traditional area of use.  
 

Parks and Natural Areas Branch is entering into this consultation with a view that if a park is to be 
established, all present land values and commitments are to be maintained. What activities\experiences 
does your vision for the future of Chitek Lake include? 
Respondents were firm that existing uses such as commercial fishing, outfitting, trapping and hunting within the park reserve 
not be adversely affected by park establishment.  Commercialization of the area, and development of activities such as road 
access, beach recreational activities and cottaging were seen as conflicting with the present remote atmosphere and the  
values of present area users.  Emphasis was also placed on the maintaining of the present experience of area users, and the 
idea of complementing, not displacing existing uses.  The importance of Treaty rights and Aboriginal viewpoints regarding 
future management were also presented. 
 

Do you feel the boundaries for the Park Reserve properly reflect the area’s management needs as you see 
them??   
Nearly all respondents wished to see the area set aside and managed to protect habitat and cultural values.  The desire to see 
the entire region maintain its existing values, and the strong wishes of many respondents to protect the Wood Bison herd 
and habitat for other game species found here were expressed in many proposals to expand the Park Reserve boundaries.   
 

What type of park classification or Land Use Category(ies) best suits the values and commitments you 
feel are most important in the Park Reserve? 
Most respondents suggested that the park classification and Land Use Category should prohibit logging and all-weather road 
access, and permit commercial fishing, hunting, outfitting and access for existing activities by ATV.  The need to allow for 
an ecotourism development by the Skownan community at Chitek Lake was also expressed.  The establishment of a new 
Land Use Category type to reflect the joint establishment of the area by Skownan First Nation and Manitoba was proposed.  
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SUMMARY OF MANAGEMENT PROPOSALS FOR THE PROPOSED CHITEK LAKE PROVINCIAL PARK 
 

Proposed Classification: Natural Park 
 

Proposed Boundaries: 
 The boundary for the area is proposed to remain unchanged. 
 

Proposed Land Use Categories:  Backcountry, Access 
 A Backcountry Land Use Category is proposed for the majority of the park in order to reflect the need to protect 
the area’s water quality, animal habitat, range of natural and cultural values and recreational potential.   

An Access Land Use Category is proposed for the area of the Hydro line right-of-way within the park. 
 

Proposed Primary Park Purpose Statements: 
Park Purpose: 

 To maintain the area’s backcountry setting and roadless character so that the cultural values of the Chitek 
Lake area so central to Skownan First Nation, and the core habitat for the province’s only herd of free-ranging 
Wood Bison, can be maintained over time, and:  

 To protect the intact natural condition of an area representative of both the Mid-boreal Lowland and the 
Interlake Plain portions of the Manitoba Lowlands Natural Region. 

 

The park will: 
 Be managed in a manner that recognizes and accepts the primacy of all treaty, land claim and aboriginal rights; 
 Recognize present and future commercial fishery opportunities;  
 Provide a roadless backcountry setting for traditional and cultural activities, hunting, trapping, and the 

development of a First Nations ecotourism opportunity that all depend upon a largely undisturbed environment;
 Protect Wood Bison range and natural habitat in an undisturbed state; and: 
 Provide for the meaningful involvement of the area’s First Nations and Aboriginal people in park management. 

The Park Reserve - Purpose and Process 
 
A Park Reserve is established to provide an interim designation on a piece of land so that all interested parties may consider the 
implications of such a designation in advance of more permanent land use allocation. 
 

The public consultation process for Park Reserves is intended to assist in:  
 Establishing a Primary Purpose for the area; 
 Determining the most appropriate Provincial Designation for the subject land; 
 Reviewing boundary appropriateness, and: 
 Establishing overall Land Use Categories for the area. 

 

What Happens After the Public Consultation? 
Manitoba Parks and Natural Areas will review all comments and then recommend a permanent designation to government for the 
subject area.  The appropriate Crown agency (ie: Parks and Natural Areas) will then work through a site-specific management 
planning process to set out in detail the policies and regulations necessary to achieve the primary purpose statements for the area.  
 

What do YOU think??  
As an individual or representative of a group who has already been involved in this process for the Chitek Lake Park Reserve, you 
are invited to review the results of the consultation to date, and comment on the proposed designation, classification and primary 
purpose statements.  Please let us know of your comments or suggestions by July 30, 2004.   The recommendations to 
government will largely be based on the responses received from these public consultations, so let us know what you think. 
 

Please pass this brochure on to anyone you feel may also be interested in this area.  If you would like to make your comments in 
person, or wish at any time to contact someone directly involved in the process, see the contact information below. 
 

Thank you for your assistance in shaping the future of the Chitek Lake Park Reserve. 
ext. 4365 (toll free) 
Chitek Lake Park Reserve Public Consultation 
Parks and Natural Areas Branch 
Box 53, 200 Saulteaux Crescent 
Winnipeg, MB R3J 3W3 
 
Email: parksystem@gov.mb.ca  
Web site: www.manitobaparks.com 
Or call Rick Wilson at (204) 945-4365 or 1(800) 214-6497  












