
From A irp ort M a n a g e r to

R e g ion a l  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,

M ic h e l L a fra n c e  is  a  ma n  on  th e

mov e .

M ic h e l h a s , u n til re c e n tly , b e e n

Ye llow k n if e  A irp ort M a n a g e r,

a n d  is  n ow  s e ttlin g  in to h is  n e w

p o s i t i o n  a s  R e g i o n a l

S u p e rin te n d e n t for th e  Fort

S imp s on  R e g ion . T h e  n e w

p os i t ion  me a n s  h e ’ l l  b e

s p e n d in g  a  lot of time  v is itin g

c ommu n itie s  in  th e  a re a  a n d

g e ttin g  to k n ow  a  d if f e re n t

la n d s c a p e ,  n ot  to me n tion  a

f e w  d i f f e re n t  a s p e c t s  of

tra n s p orta tion .  

“ L if e  is  a ll a b ou t a d a p tin g ,”

s a y s  M ic h e l, a n d  h e  a d d s  th a t h e

is  look in g  forw a rd  to th e

c h a lle n g e  of  a  “ mu lti-mod a l”

e n v iron me n t, a s  h e  n ow  ta k e s  on

h i g h w a y s  a n d  m a r i n e

op e ra tion s , in  a d d ition  to h is

e x p e rie n c e  w ith  a irp orts .

A n  a v i d  c a n oe r a n d

ou td oors ma n , M ic h e l is  s e ttlin g

q u i t e  h a p p i l y  i n to Fort

S imp s on  a n d  e v e n  h a s  a  h ou s e

ov e rlook in g  th e  L ia rd  R iv e r.

“ B e in g  s o c los e  to riv e rs ,”  h e

s a y s , “ th a t’s  a  b on u s ! ”

T h e  la s t w e e k  of M a y  a n d  th e  f irs t h a lf  of

J u n e  s a w  a  n u mb e r of D O T e mp loy e e s  ta k e

to th e  roa d  to b ru s h  u p  on  th e ir d riv in g  s k ills .

T h is  y e a r, a  b a c k in g  c ou rs e  w a s  a d d e d  to th e

p rog ra m.

T h e  tra in in g  is  f a c ilita te d  b y  K a re n  D e c k e r-

B ri e n ,  Work p l a c e  S a f e t y  P rog ra m

C oord in a tor, C orp ora te  S e rv ic e s , a n d  ru n s

p e riod ic a lly  th rou g h ou t th e  y e a r.  D riv in g

in s tru c tors  f rom th e  A lb e rta  M otor

A s s oc ia tion  ( A M A )  d e liv e r th e  tra in in g  in  a

n u mb e r of N WT c ommu n itie s .

T h is  s e t of  tra in in g  w a s  off e re d  a s  a

re fre s h e r c ou rs e  for D O T e mp loy e e s . T h is

me a n s  th a t th e  p a rtic ip a n ts  h a v e  a lre a d y

c omp le te d  a ll th e  ma jor c omp on e n ts  of th e

in itia l tra in in g  c ou rs e s  a n d  a re  c on tin u in g  to

k e e p  th e ir s k ills  u p  to s p e e d .

I n  Ye llow k n if e , from M a y  2 3  to J u n e  2 ,

d riv e rs  w ork e d  on  c ollis ion  a v oid a n c e , a n d

b a c k in g  u p  s a f e ly , w ith  3 2  e mp loy e e s

p a rtic ip a tin g , in c lu d in g  th e  d e p u ty  min is te r

a n d  a s s is ta n t d e p u ty  min is te r.  J u n e  5  - 9  w a s

s p e n t in  H a y  R iv e r, w h e re  1 3  e mp loy e e s  d id

tra in in g , J u n e  1 2  - 1 3  w a s  s p e n t in  Fort

S mith , w h e re  s ix  p e op le  p a rtic ip a te d , a n d  th e

re ma in d e r of th e  tra in in g  took  p la c e  in  Fort

P rov id e n c e  from J u n e  1 4  - 1 5 , w h e re  th re e

e mp loy e e s  le a rn e d  h ow  to b a c k  s a f e ly .

“ T h is  w a s  a n oth e r  s u c c e s s f u l re fre s h e r

c ou rs e  w ith  v e ry  g ood  p a rtic ip a tion  from

D O T ,”  s a y s  D e c k e r-B rie n .

I t w a s  a ls o th e  te n th  y e a r th a t M a rg  D e r

Fon g , d riv in g  in s tru c te r f rom A M A , h a s

b e e n  te a c h in g  th e  c ou rs e  in  th e  N WT .  S h e

w a s  p re s e n te d  w ith  a  D O T s h irt in

re c og n ition  of h e r s e rv ic e s .
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O c c upation al H ealth &  SafetySA F E T Y Ti p

Cool tips for b e a tin g  th e  h e a t

W O R K I N G  To g e t h e r

A s m u c h  a s w e  e n joy  th e m , h ot d a y s c a n  b e  d a n g e rou s if y ou ’re  n ot

prote c tin g  y ou rse lf from  th e  su n ’s h e a t.  F ollow  th e se  tips to sta y  c ool:

iWh e n  p os s ib le , s c h e d u le  ou td oor w ork  for th e  e a rly   

morn in g  or la te  a f te rn oon .

iD rin k  lots  of w a te r a n d  a v oid  c a ff e in e , a s  it 

d e h y d ra te s  th e  b od y .

iWe a r loos e  f iitin g , lig h t c olou re d  c loth in g . N a tu ra l 

f ib re s , lik e  c otton , a re  b e s t.

iE a t lig h te r food s  lik e  s a la d s  a n d  fru its  a s  h e a v y  me a ls  

p rod u c e  more  h e a t a s  y ou  d ig e s t.

iWe a r a  lig h t c olou re d  h a t to k e e p  y ou r b ra in  c ool a n d  

y ou r h e a d  c le a r.

iU s e  s u n s c re e n  c on ta in in g  P A B A ( P a ra -A min ob e n z oic  

A c id )  w ith  S P F 1 5  or g re a te r to p rote c t y ou r s k in  

from u ltra -v iole t ra y s .  R e a p p ly  th rou g h ou t th e  d a y , 

a s  s u n s c re e n  b e c ome s  d ilu te d  b y  s w e a t.

B ru sh in g  U p on  D riv in g  S k ills

Marg Der Fong, AMA, does a vehicle check with

R ob ert L arson  from  F ort P roviden ce H ig hway

Main ten an ce C am p  b efore settin g  ou t to do som e

in -vehicle train in g .TT

This year's Math and Science

Aw ard P ro g ram  is no w  co m p leted.

This p ro g ram , sp o nso red b y D O T,

reco g niz es stu dents in G rades 7 , 8

and 9  w ho  hav e attained a hig h

lev el o f  achiev em ent in Math and

Science.  

The p u rp o se o f  these aw ards is to

enco u rag e stu dents to  ex cel in

Math and Science and to  p rep are

them  f o r hig h scho o l and assist in

achiev ing  f u tu re career g o als. 

Six ty stu dents fro m  2 4  scho o ls

acro ss the N o rthw est Territo ries are

recip ients o f  the Math and Science

aw ards.  F irst-  year w inners receiv e

a t-shirt, a certificate, and their

nam e o n a p laq u e.  Seco nd-year

w inners receiv e all o f  the ab o v e,

p lu s a b o o k , and third-year w inners

receiv e the sam e as seco nd years,

as w ell as a calcu lato r.  

Melanie P o nd, C o rp o rate Serv ices,

Yel l o w k nif e, co o rdinated the

aw ards w ith all the scho o ls. H er

hard w o rk  ensu red ano ther

su ccessfu l year f o r this p ro g ram .

DOT M a t h  a n d  
S c ie n c e  Aw a r d s

Michel Lafrance, already hard at work

in  his  n ew offic e in  F ort S im p s on

F o r t  S im p s o n  G e t s  a  N e w
R e g io n a l S u p e r in t e n d e n t

TT

TT

‘Paving the Way : a C eleb r atio n o f  C o m p letio n’
There's g o ing  to  b e a b ig  p arty Au g u st 1 2  and ev eryo ne's inv ited.  The ev ent, 1 2  no o n to  4  p .m ., w ill

celeb rate the lo ng -aw aited co m p letio n o f   the hig hw ay that stretches fro m  the N W T-Alb erta b o rder to  H ay

R iv er and Yello w k nife. Since that w o rk  at the b o rder started 2 3  years ag o , the D ep artm ent o f

Transp o rtatio n has inv ested o v er $ 2 0 0  m illio n to  w iden, straig hten and p av e the v ital transp o rtatio n link .

The p u b lic festiv ities, co m p lete w ith a f ree b arb ecu e, entertainm ent, p riz es and g iv e-aw ays, children's
activ ities, an histo rical disp lay and o ther featu res, w ill tak e p lace at an o ff -ro ad site o n H ig hw ay 3  ab o u t 2 0  k ilo m etres fro m

Yello w k nife. 

" This is an histo ric o ccasio n o f  natio nal sig nificance,"  says D ep u ty Minister R u ssell N eu do rf . " W e're celeb rating  no t o nly the

co m p letio n o f  a m ajo r p art o f  o u r territo rial hig hw ay system  and the last u np av ed p o rtio n o f  the co re N atio nal H ig hw ay System ,

w e’re celeb rating  all the hard w o rk  o f  D ep artm ent em p lo yees to  m ak e this hap p en, fro m  the P lanners that so u g ht the m o ney, to  the

eng ineers that desig ned the ro ad, to  the heav y eq u ip m ent o p erato rs that m aintain it.”



DM’s  Du e s

Regional Superintendent Michael Conway and his North

Slav e staff, in partnership with the Mine Training Society,

recently co-organiz ed a one-week  training program  on the

D ettah access road.  Students learned ab out surv eying and

road construction. This is an ex cellent ex am ple of partnering. 

The Airports D iv ision, in association with the Canadian Air

Transport Security Authority (CATSA) Rev iew Secretariat,

hosted a one-day pub lic consultation session on airport

security. Marv in Z aoz irny, D irector, Airports, and his staff

organiz ed the ev ent and presented the D epartm ent of

Transportation's perspectiv e on the sub ject. The presentation

and follow-up letter were v ery com prehensiv e in prov iding

the D epartm ent's v iew on this im portant sub ject. 

L ast, b ut not least, D O T would lik e to ack nowledge the

ex cellent work  b y all H ighway O peration personnel during

this rainy spring to get the NW T highway system  b ack  into

shape for the sum m er driv ing season. This work  is

fundam entally im portant to the D epartm ent to ensure the

safety of the trav eling pub lic. 

The ongoing efforts of these and all other D epartm ent

em ployees are appreciated.

Russell Neudorf, 

D eputy Minister

This is a new section that will

b ecom e a reg u lar  featu re of The

Tr ansp or ter. In each issu e,

D ep u ty  M inister  R u ssell N eu d or f

will recog niz e D O T em p loy ees for

their  har d  wor k  and  contr ib u tions

to the d ep ar tm ent.

apply for or renew a D riv er's L icence or G IC

m ust produce three docum ents: a b irth

certificate, a photo I D  and proof of residency. A

com plete list of identification req uirem ents,

along with general inform ation ab out the

program  and details on when and where the new

docum ents will b e av ailab le, is on the

departm ent web site. 

“ The outstanding efforts of the team  from  Road

L icensing and Safety m ade this successful

launch possib le,”  said Russell Neudorf, D eputy

Minister, “ They'v e work ed hard to m ak e it

happen and their dedication is appreciated."

1 0 , were nex t on the list of com m unities where

the new system  will b e introduced. The

schedule for when the new, m ore secure

docum ents will b e av ailab le at the other issuing

offices is av ailab le on the departm ent's web site

at www.dot.gov .nt.ca, along with the list of

issuing offices, or from  Road L icensing and

Safety D iv ision at 8 7 3 - 7 4 0 6 .

The new D riv er's L icence and G IC, b esides

b eing m ore durab le, are designed with security

features that protect against tam pering and

identity fraud and also m ak e them  m ore

acceptab le as trav el docum ents. The current

D riv er's L icence and G IC had to b e replaced

b ecause they don't m eet new security standards

for those types of docum ents that were adopted

across North Am erica following the ev ents of

Septem b er 1 1 , 2 0 0 1 . 

D riv ers will notice one significant difference

in the process to apply for or renew a new

driv er's licence through the new system . After

identification req uirem ents are satisfied, they

will b e issued a Tem porary D riv er's L icence and

receiv e a final licence b y m ail two to four

week s later. There is no tem porary G IC.

Term s for a D riv er's L icence hav e also

changed and are now av ailab le for one, three or

fiv e years. The term  for a G IC rem ains

unchanged at fiv e years. Anyone who wants to

Earl Evans (left), S u p erv is o r o f H ig h w a y  

O p era tio n s  in  F o rt S m ith , p res en ts  a

lo n g  s erv ic e a w a rd  to  G o rd o n  P is c h er,

H ig h w a y  E q u ip m en t O p era to r a t th e 

F o rt S m ith  s ite. 

S ix  lo n g  s erv ic e a w a rd s  w ere h a n d ed

o u t in  F o rt S m ith  o n  J u n e 8 :

L o u is  M erc red i - 1 0  y ea rs

J o h n  L o u tit - 1 0  y ea rs

B ill H v a l - 1 5  y ea rs

F red a  S h u m a n n  - 1 5  y ea rs  

G o rd o n  P is c h er - 2 5  y ea rs

E a rl E v a n s  - 3 0  y ea rs

Farewell

Corporate Services - Robin Sutherland

RL&S - Alayna Krutko, Nerys Connel, Jackie Brien

Summer Students - Samantha Digness, Christian Dolphus, Chris Dunne,

Maia England, Donna Evans, Michelle Larocque, Grant White

Fort Simpson - Michel Lafrance

Planning & Policy - Michael Brown

YK Airport - Michel Lafrance, Philip Gibson

Airports - Louise Boettger

Maternity/Parental leave - (RL&S) Stephanie Lewis,

Deanna Tupik, (Policy & Planning) Jayleen Robertson

Welcome

H U M A N R E S O U R C E  Updates

K n ow  of a n y  n ew  a n d  ex citin g  s tory  id ea s ?  C on ta ct: A d rien n e C a rtw rig h t, Communications Coordinator, DOT:
adrie nne _ cartw rig h t@ g ov .nt.ca,  Te l: ( 8 6 7 )  8 7 3 -7 9 5 6   F ax : ( 8 6 7 )  8 7 3 -0 3 6 3

Check out The Transporter online at:
www.dot.gov.nt.ca

C E L E B R A T I N G Us

Upcoming Events 

in Y K :

J u ly  2 2

Ye llo w k n if e

I n te r n a tio n a l A ir s h o w

A u gu st 1 2

H ig h w a y  C o m p le tio n

C e le b r a tio n

Ever y  pa y d a y  

5 0 /5 0  D r a w !

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N I n  M o t i o n

TT

A D O T  B a r b e c u e was held for Yellowk n ife staff in  the

L ahm  R idg e Tower p ark in g  lot on  J u n e 2 3 .

N ew  N W T D r iver ’s L icences a nd  G I C s S ta r t R olling O u t

J e a n  D ic k a u , Issu in g  O ffic er, N orth S lav e,

tak es a p hoto for a n ew D riv er’s L ic en c e

A f te r  1 5  m o n th s  o f  p la n n in g , th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f

Tra n s p o r ta tio n  b e g a n  is s u in g  its  n e w  D r iv e r 's

L ic e n c e  a n d  G e n e r a l I d e n tif ic a tio n  C a r d  ( G I C )

o n  J u n e  2 9  in  Ye llo w k n if e  b e f o r e  r o llin g  th e

p r o g r a m  o u t a c r o s s  th e  te r r ito r y  in  J u ly .

A t a  b r ie f  c e r e m o n y  a t th e  D r iv e r  a n d  Ve h ic le

L ic e n s in g  I s s u in g  O ff ic e , N W T C o m m is s io n e r

To n y  W h itf o r d  w e n t th r o u g h  th e  s te p s  to  r e n e w

h is  D r iv e r 's  L ic e n c e  to  o ff ic ia lly  in a u g u r a te  th e

n e w  p r o g r a m  a n d  la u n c h  th e  d e p a r tm e n t's  p la n  to

c o n v e r t a ll 1 6  D r iv e r  a n d  Ve h ic le  L ic e n s in g

O ff ic e s  a c r o s s  th e  te r r ito r y  to  th e  n e w  s y s te m  b y

a b o u t J u ly  1 9 . 

B e h c h o k o  a n d  I n u v ik , b o th  s c h e d u le d  f o r  J u ly
N W T  C o m m is s io n e r Ton y  W hitford with his

n ew Tem p orary  D riv er’s L ic en c e.


