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Introduction and Methodology

Gregg, Kelly, Sullivan & Woolstencroft: The Strategic Counsel is pleased to 
present findings of a national survey of 1000 Canadians. 

Results are based on tracking among a proportionate national sample of 
Canadians 18 years of age or older.  

Interviews were conducted between January 11th and January 14th, 2007. 

The following table outlines the sample distribution and associated margin of 
error.

Note:  Proportions may not sum to 100% due to rounding.
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Sample Distribution and Margin of Error
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How would Canadians vote today?

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec
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Q.   If the federal election was being held tomorrow, do you think you’d be supporting the (ROTATE LIST) Liberal candidate in your area, Conservative candidate in your 
area, the NDP candidate in your area, or the Green Party candidate in your area or (QUEBEC ONLY) Bloc Quebecois candidate in your area?

Q. In that case, which party’s candidate in your local area would you be leaning towards at this time?  Would it be the (ROTATE LIST) Liberal candidate in your area, 
Conservative candidate in your area, the NDP candidate in your area, Green Party candidate in your area or (QUEBEC ONLY) Bloc Quebecois candidate in your 
area?

Base: Total sample
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How likely are Canadians to vote for their local Green Party 
candidate? 

Q.   What about the Green Party?  How likely is it that you would vote for the local Green Party candidate in your area if a federal election was held with the next year?
Base: Those who did not mention Green Party in previous question
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*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec
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When would Canadians like to hold the next federal election?

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

Q.   If you had your own way, would you like to see a federal election held immediately, at some later point in 2007, in the first half of 2008, in the second half of 2008 or 
later? (Question wording in Dec 2006:  “With the election of a new Liberal leader, would you like to see a federal election held immediately, at some point in 2007, in 
the first half of 2008, in the second half of 2008 or later?”)

* Answer category in Dec 2006
** Answer category in Jan 2007
Base: All respondents
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Overall Impression of Party Leaders

Q.   Thinking of the leaders of the federal parties, would you say your overall impression of [read and rotate list] is very favourable, somewhat favourable, somewhat 
unfavourable or very unfavourable?

Note: The percentages shown are the sum of the “very” and “somewhat” for each category.
Base: All respondents.  Excludes “don’t know” and “refused” responses.
* Quebec only.
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What is your overall impression of Stephen Harper?

Q.   Thinking of the leaders of the federal parties, would you say your overall impression of [read and rotate list] is very favourable, somewhat favourable, somewhat 
unfavourable or very unfavourable?

Base: All respondents.  Excludes “don’t know” and “refused” responses.
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What is your overall impression of Jack Layton?

Q.   Thinking of the leaders of the federal parties, would you say your overall impression of [read and rotate list] is very favourable, somewhat favourable, somewhat 
unfavourable or very unfavourable?

Base: All respondents.  Excludes “don’t know” and “refused” responses.
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What is your overall impression of Gilles Duceppe?

Q.   Thinking of the leaders of the federal parties, would you say your overall impression of [read and rotate list] is very favourable, somewhat favourable, somewhat 
unfavourable or very unfavourable?

Base: All respondents.  Excludes “don’t know” and “refused” responses.
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What is your overall impression of Stephane Dion?

Q.   Thinking of the leaders of the federal parties, would you say your overall impression of [read and rotate list] is very favourable, somewhat favourable, somewhat 
unfavourable or very unfavourable?

Base: All respondents.  Excludes “don’t know” and “refused” responses.
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What is your overall impression of Elizabeth May?

Q.   Thinking of the leaders of the federal parties, would you say your overall impression of [read and rotate list] is very favourable, somewhat favourable, somewhat 
unfavourable or very unfavourable?

Base: All respondents.  Excludes “don’t know” and “refused” responses.
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What is the most important issue facing Canada?

Q.   In your opinion, what is the most important issue facing Canada today – that is the one that you are most concerned about?
Base: All respondents
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How do Canadians rate environmental factors in terms of the 
threat they pose to Canada

Q.   Turning to the issue of the environment, how would you rate the following in terms of the threat they pose to Canada.  Would you rate (read and rotate list) as a major 
life threatening problem, a major but not life threatening problem, a minor problem or not a real problem at all?

Base: All respondents
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What do Canadians feel is the biggest environmental threat 
facing Canada?

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

99978Depletion of resources (forests, wetlands)

11111Endangered species and loss of animal life
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3836374238Global warming and climate change
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Q.   And which of that list would you say is the single biggest environmental threat facing Canada at this time? 
Base: Total sample
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Green-house gas emissions vs. smog – same or different issue?

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

67656DK/NA/Ref

3732342833As very different and separate issues

5761606762
Environmental concerns about the atmosphere –
and in particular, green-house gas emissions, and 
smog as the same issue
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Q.   Some people have told us that they think of environmental concerns about the atmosphere – and in particular, greenhouse gas emissions and smog, as the same 
issue.  Others have told us that they see these as very different and separate issues.  Which one of these represents your own view? 

Base: Total sample
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“Made-in-Canada” environmental plan or keep Kyoto 
commitments?

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

5561597663Should continue to try to achieve targets and keep 
our Kyoto commitments

88857DK/NA/Ref

3732332030Goals are unachievable and we now need our own 
“made-in-Canada” plan
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Region
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WestOntario
Rest of 
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Canada

Q.   As you may know, some time ago, Canada agreed to be part of the Kyoto Agreement and committed to reduce greenhouse gases by 2012. The position of the 
current federal government is that we have fallen so far behind that those goals are unachievable and we now need our own “made-in-Canada” plan.  Others have 
said that we should continue to try to achieve our targets and keep our Kyoto commitments. Which one of these best represents your own view? 

Base: Total sample
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Have Canadians noticed climate change that they think is related
to global warming?

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

63434DK/NA/Ref

2816201318No

6681768378Yes
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Q.   Have you noticed any changes in the weather and climate that you think are related to Global warming? 
Base: Total sample
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Global Warming – human activity or natural phenomenon?

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

85645DK/NA/Ref

2320222022Global warming is part of the natural variations that 
occur as the earth heats and cools over time

6975727673Global warming is the result of human activity
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Q.   Some people believe global warming is the result of human activity – that is, it is occurring because of the amount of Carbon emissions we are putting in the air. 
Others think that this is just part of the natural variations that occurs as the Earth heats and cools over time – that is, global warming has very little to do with human 
activity. Which one of these two best reflects your own view? 

Base: Total sample
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Who is responsible for the majority of carbon emissions –
average consumers or businesses and industry?

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

5861597664Activities of businesses and industries

106736DK/NA/Ref

3233342130Activities of average consumers

Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14 Jan 11-14

%
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%
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%
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%
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Region
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Canada*Quebec
Canada

Q.   And what do you think is responsible for the majority of Carbon emissions…activities of average consumers heating their homes, driving cars and other individual 
behaviour OR activities of businesses and industries that produce energy, goods and other products? 

Base: Those who feel human activity is the cause of global warming
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Do Canadians feel that global warming has the potential to harm 
future generations?  

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

43323DK/NA/Ref

201215914No

7685828983Yes
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%
297

%
379

%
753

%
247

%
1000

Region
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Q.   Do you believe that global warming has the potential to harm the well-being of your children and grandchildren? 
Base: Total sample
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Can global warming be solved?

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

151313712Completely
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2
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Region
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Q.   Overall, do you think that global warming is a problem that can be solved completely, partially or not at all? 
Base: Total sample
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How much of a contribution can Canada make to reducing global 
warming?

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

4345453944Major contribution
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%
297

4

9

42

%
379

3

8

44

%
753

1

8

52

%
247

3

8

46

%
1000

DK/NA/Ref

No real contribution

Region

Minor contribution

n=

WestOntario
Rest of 

Canada*QuebecCanada

Q.   And do you think Canada, by itself, can make a major, minor or no real contribution to reducing global warming? 
Base: Total sample
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Will people have to make sacrifices to solve global warming?

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

3943424543Major sacrifices

Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14 Jan 11-14

3

12

46

%
297

3

8

46

%
379

3

10

45

%
753

3

7

45

%
247

3

9

45

%
1000

DK/NA/Ref

No real sacrifices

Region

Minor sacrifices

n=

WestOntario
Rest of 

Canada*QuebecCanada

Q.   To solve global warming, do you think people like yourself will have to make major, minor or no real sacrifices to their current way of life? 
Base: Total sample
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Are Canadians willing to make sacrifices to solve global 
warming?

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

4955526555Major sacrifices

Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14 Jan 11-14

3

7

42

%
297

2

4

39

%
379

3

6

40

%
753

2

2

31

%
247

2

5

38

%
1000

DK/NA/Ref

No real sacrifices

Region

Minor sacrifices

n=

WestOntario
Rest of 

Canada*QuebecCanada

Q.   Would you personally be willing to make major, minor or no real sacrifices to your current way of life if you thought it would help solve global warming? 
Base: Total sample
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What impact do these measures have on reducing global 
warming? 

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

41

45

36

33

29

27

27

%

Minor 
impact

46

45

39

32

30

27

26

%

Minor 
impact

45

45

38

31

28

26

26

%

Minor 
impact

51

42

34

28

18

15

18

%

Minor 
impact

46

45

37

30

25

24

24

%

Minor 
impact

Major 
impact

Major 
impact

Major 
impact

Major 
impact

Major 
impact

2229252926Charging significantly higher prices for gasoline and 
home heating fuel

2325262927Slowing down or reducing the development of the tar 
sands in Northern Alberta

4444455347Rationing or setting limits on the amount of fossil fuel 
consumers can use in any given year

6268667969
Setting higher fuel efficiency standards for 
automobiles and other appliances that produce 
carbon emissions

Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14 Jan 11-14

44

56

61

%

297

53

57

66

%

379

51

58

65

%

753

60

76

81

%

247

54

63

69

%

1000

Banning electrical generating facilities that use coal

Taxing industries based on the amount of carbon 
emissions they produce

Region

Forcing consumers and industry to switch to 
alternative fuels that produce lower levels of carbon 
emissions

n=

WestOntario
Rest of 

Canada*QuebecCanada

Q.   What impact do you think the following would have on global warming? Do you think (Rotate and Read List) would have a major, minor or no real impact on reducing 
global warming? 

Base: Total sample

Major and Minor Impact
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Q.   What impact do you think the following would have on global warming? Do you think (Rotate and Read List) would have a major, minor or no real impact on reducing 
global warming? 

Base: Total sample

What impact do these measures have on reducing global 
warming? (cont’d)

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

9116127107779Rationing or setting limits on the amount of fossil fuel 
consumers can use in any given year

1516191116122271811Slowing down or reducing the development of the tar 
sands in Northern Alberta

8

5

13

6

7

%

DK/NA/ 
Ref

3

2

9

5

4

%

DK/NA/ 
Ref

5

3

10

5

5

%

DK/NA/ 
Ref

2

<1

9

1

4

%

DK/NA/ 
Ref

4

3

10

4

5

%

DK/NA/ 
Ref

No 
impact

No 
impact

No 
impact

No 
impact

No 
impact

54424
Forcing consumers and industry to switch to 
alternative fuels that produce lower levels of carbon 
emissions

2921251723Charging significantly higher prices for gasoline and 
home heating fuel

Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14 Jan 11-14

6

11

9

%

297

5

6

9

%

379

5

8

9

%

753

3

3

5

%

247

4

7

8

%

1000

Setting higher fuel efficiency standards for 
automobiles and other appliances that produce 
carbon emissions

Banning electrical generating facilities that use coal

Region

Taxing industries based on the amount of carbon 
emissions they produce

n=

WestOntario
Rest of 

Canada*Quebec
Canada

No Real Impact and DK/NA/Ref
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Would Canadians support …   

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

2733293831Charging significantly higher prices for gasoline and 
home heating fuel

4246445848Slowing down or reducing the development of the tar 
sands in Northern Alberta

5056526956Rationing or setting limits on the amount of fossil fuel 
consumers can use in any given year

8185849286
Setting higher fuel efficiency standards for 
automobiles and other appliances that produce 
carbon emissions

Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14 Jan 11-14

56

72

72

%

297

63

75

77

%

379

60

74

75

%

753

69

94

95

%

247

62

79

80

%

1000

Banning electrical generating facilities that use coal

Taxing industries based on the amount of carbon 
emissions they produce

Region

Forcing consumers and industry to switch to 
alternative fuels that produce lower levels of carbon 
emissions

n=

WestOntario
Rest of 

Canada*QuebecCanada

Q.   And would you personally strongly support, support, oppose or strongly oppose …? 
Base: Total sample

% Support
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Would Canadians support or oppose:
Setting higher fuel efficiency standards for automobiles and other appliances 
that produce carbon emissions

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

Q.   And would you personally strongly support, support, oppose or strongly oppose …? 
Base: Total sample

56525Strongly Oppose

107857Oppose

3639395242Support

2

12

44

86
%

1000
Jan 11-14 Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14

1513137TOTAL Oppose

Region

4231DK/NA/Ref

45464540Strongly support

81858492TOTAL Support
%%%%

297379753247n=

WestOntario
Rest of 

Canada*QuebecCanada
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Would Canadians support or oppose:
Forcing consumers and industry to switch to alternative fuels that produce 
lower levels of carbon emissions

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

Q.   And would you personally strongly support, support, oppose or strongly oppose …? 
Base: Total sample

756-4Strongly Oppose

171415413Oppose

4043435045Support

4

17

35

80
%

1000
Jan 11-14 Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14

2419214TOTAL Oppose

Region

5442DK/NA/Ref

31343245Strongly support

71777595TOTAL Support
%%%%

297379753247n=

WestOntario
Rest of 

Canada*QuebecCanada
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Would Canadians support or oppose:
Taxing industries based on the amount of carbon emissions they produce

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

Q.   And would you personally strongly support, support, oppose or strongly oppose …? 
Base: Total sample

57625Strongly Oppose

191315312Oppose

3536374439Support

4

17

40

79
%

1000
Jan 11-14 Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14

2420215TOTAL Oppose

Region

5551DK/NA/Ref

37393750Strongly support

72757494TOTAL Support
%%%%

297379753247n=

WestOntario
Rest of 

Canada*QuebecCanada
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Would Canadians support or oppose:
Banning electrical generating facilities that use coal

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

Q.   And would you personally strongly support, support, oppose or strongly oppose …? 
Base: Total sample

79898Strongly Oppose

2520221420Oppose

3737373737Support

10

28

25

62
%

1000
Jan 11-14 Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14

32293023TOTAL Oppose

Region

128108DK/NA/Ref

19262332Strongly support

56636069TOTAL Support
%%%%

297379753247n=

WestOntario
Rest of 

Canada*QuebecCanada
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Would Canadians support or oppose:
Rationing or setting limits on the amount of fossil fuel consumers can use in 
any given year

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

Q.   And would you personally strongly support, support, oppose or strongly oppose …? 
Base: Total sample

151112611Strongly Oppose

2925282026Oppose

3339365039Support

7

37

17

56
%

1000
Jan 11-14 Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14

44364026TOTAL Oppose

Region

6975DK/NA/Ref

17171719Strongly support

50565269TOTAL Support
%%%%

297379753247n=

WestOntario
Rest of 

Canada*QuebecCanada
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Would Canadians support or oppose:
Slowing down or reducing the development of the tar sands in Northern Alberta

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

Q.   And would you personally strongly support, support, oppose or strongly oppose …? 
Base: Total sample

109948Strongly Oppose

3225281324Oppose

3231324134Support

21

32

14

48
%

1000
Jan 11-14 Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14

42343717TOTAL Oppose

Region

16211925DK/NA/Ref

9141217Strongly support

42464458TOTAL Support
%%%%

297379753247n=

WestOntario
Rest of 

Canada*QuebecCanada
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Would Canadians support or oppose:
Charging significantly higher prices for gasoline and home heating fuel

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

Q.   And would you personally strongly support, support, oppose or strongly oppose …? 
Base: Total sample

3631332431Strongly Oppose

3332333634Oppose

2026223024Support

4

65

7

31
%

1000
Jan 11-14 Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14

69636660TOTAL Oppose

Region

5552DK/NA/Ref

7678Strongly support

27322938TOTAL Support
%%%%

297379753247n=

WestOntario
Rest of 

Canada*QuebecCanada
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Are Canadians willing to …   

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

3337333734Pay significantly higher prices for gasoline and home 
heating fuel

5760587161Reduce the amount you drive by half

7279748176Pay to have your house retro-fitted to become more 
energy efficient

Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14 Jan 11-14

56

68

68

%
297

62

72

76

%
379

60

70

73

%
753

68

76

72

%
247

62

72

73

%
1000

Have the economy grow at a significantly slower rate

Pay more for a more fuel efficient car

Region

Reduce the amount you fly to times when it is only 
absolutely necessary

n=

WestOntario
Rest of 

Canada*QuebecCanada

Q.   And at a personal level, would you be very willing, somewhat willing, not very willing or not willing at all to …? 
Base: Total sample

% Willing
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Are Canadians willing to:
Pay to have your house retro-fitted to become more energy efficient

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

9101069Not willing at all

125898Not very willing

3339364438Somewhat willing

7

17

38

76
%

1000
Jan 11-14 Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14

21151815TOTAL Not Very or Not At All Willing

Region

8683DK/NA/Ref

39403837Very willing

72797481TOTAL Willing
%%%%

297379753247n=

WestOntario
Rest of 

Canada*QuebecCanada

Q.   And at a personal level, would you be very willing, somewhat willing, not very willing or not willing at all to …? 
Base: Total sample
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Are Canadians willing to:
Reduce the amount you fly to times when it is only absolutely necessary

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

108978Not willing at all

13891010Not very willing

3235332932Somewhat willing

9

18

41

73
%

1000
Jan 11-14 Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14

23161817TOTAL Not Very or Not At All Willing

Region

98911DK/NA/Ref

36414043Very willing

68767372TOTAL Willing
%%%%

297379753247n=

WestOntario
Rest of 

Canada*QuebecCanada

Q.   And at a personal level, would you be very willing, somewhat willing, not very willing or not willing at all to …? 
Base: Total sample
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Are Canadians willing to:
Pay more for a more fuel efficient car

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

141414913Not willing at all

149121412Not very willing

3444404341Somewhat willing

4

25

31

72
%

1000
Jan 11-14 Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14

28232623TOTAL Not Very or Not At All Willing

Region

4541DK/NA/Ref

34283033Very willing

68727076TOTAL Willing
%%%%

297379753247n=

WestOntario
Rest of 

Canada*QuebecCanada

Q.   And at a personal level, would you be very willing, somewhat willing, not very willing or not willing at all to …? 
Base: Total sample
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Are Canadians willing to:
Have the economy grow at a significantly slower rate

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

141313611Not willing at all

2016192020Not very willing

3745424944Somewhat willing

8

31

18

62
%

1000
Jan 11-14 Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14

34293226TOTAL Not Very or Not At All Willing

Region

10996DK/NA/Ref

19171819Very willing

56626068TOTAL Willing
%%%%

297379753247n=

WestOntario
Rest of 

Canada*QuebecCanada

Q.   And at a personal level, would you be very willing, somewhat willing, not very willing or not willing at all to …? 
Base: Total sample
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Are Canadians willing to:
Reduce the amount you drive by half

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

1819181116Not willing at all

1713151415Not very willing

3133334135Somewhat willing

8

31

26

61
%

1000
Jan 11-14 Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14

35323325TOTAL Not Very or Not At All Willing

Region

8894DK/NA/Ref

26272530Very willing

57605871TOTAL Willing
%%%%

297379753247n=

WestOntario
Rest of 

Canada*QuebecCanada

Q.   And at a personal level, would you be very willing, somewhat willing, not very willing or not willing at all to …? 
Base: Total sample
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Are Canadians willing to:
Pay significantly higher prices for gasoline and home heating fuel

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

3937383337Not willing at all

2525272727Not very willing

2531272527Somewhat willing

2

64

7

34
%

1000
Jan 11-14 Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14

64626560TOTAL Not Very or Not At All Willing

Region

4223DK/NA/Ref

76612Very willing

33373337TOTAL Willing
%%%%

297379753247n=

WestOntario
Rest of 

Canada*QuebecCanada

Q.   And at a personal level, would you be very willing, somewhat willing, not very willing or not willing at all to …? 
Base: Total sample
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Which political party has the best plan for the environment?

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

3228312830DK/NA/Ref

33354Other

1117161616Liberal Party

Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14Jan 11-14 Jan 11-14

<1

26

10

18

%
297

-

30

9

12

%
379

<1

27

9

14

%
753

8

27

8

7

%
247

2

27

9

12

%
1000

Bloc Quebecois

Green Party

NDP

Region

Conservative Party

n=

WestOntario
Rest of 

Canada*Quebec
Canada

Q.   Turing back to federal politics, which political party do you think has the best plan for the environment? 
Base: Total sample


