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The night market as public space?







NIGHT MARKETS







Urban & suburban markets 
in Metro Vancouver


Chinatown Night Market, 
Vancouver Summer Night Market, Richmond







Questions
¡ What is the role of the night market in the 


integration process?


¡ In what ways does it function as a public space?







Richmond Market







The “new” night market
¡ “…The people that once knew what this market 


was about found that with us running it, it was 
something completely new to them and 
something that they had to sort of re-learn. It 
wasn’t a typical night market of Asia where, you 
know, you go down there and really its food and 
all counterfeit. And we are a really very 
multicultural festival type of a market now” 


~ night market 
organizer







But is it a public space?


¡ Suburban public spaces


¡ Act of making “public space” in private parking lot


¡ Degrees of “interdiction”?







Performing citizenship







1. Young people as 
Entrepreneurs







2. Young people as 
consumers of culture 







Nighttime leisure culture


“There are a few coffee shops and no. 9 restaurants. There’s no nightlife in 
Richmond basically” ~ night market participant, age 19







Nostalgia


¡ “The people that do live in Richmond, I would have to say… a 
good majority are new immigrants or at one time were new 
immigrants, that come from Asian cultures that have night 
markets, so it gives them sort of a resemblance of home, so that 
when they come out, they can feel right at home again”


• ~ night market organizer


¡ “You would think that the whole idea of a night market came 
from Hong Kong…what do you do if someone came [to visit] 
from Hong Kong? You take them to night market, as if that 
would be totally different and Canadian”


• ~ night market participant, age 24







Sense of Obligation


¡ “They’re [the vendors] not gonna have anywhere to see their things 
anymore. Its like, they’re Chinese, I’m Chinese, and I should still go, 
and help keep it running so they know that people still want to keep 
this going… If a lot of people don’t go, its like.. oh yeah its just some 
shady Chinese night market…. Someone told me that it was shady 
and I was kind of offended… I was like, what is shady about Chinese 
people? Excuse me!? (laughs)”


• ~ night market participant, age 21







Bilingualism/trilingualism


¡ “I think I do order in Chinese, because I just feel like they will be 
nicer to you  if you do… its like, oh this is my mother tongue…this is 
their mother tongue… the attitude they give you is different 
depending on what language you speak…like, oh, why aren’t you 
speaking Chinese to me... this is a sign of respect” ~ night market 
participant, age 25







Strolling in the ethnoburb







Public Displays of Affection


“As somebody going in there who is Chinese, its a hodge-podge of 
stuff, and its interesting, and the food is good, and its a good place 
to take a girl… We felt pretty free while we were there. We held 
hands, we cuddled, we linked arms” ~ night market participant, 
age 24
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Commercial Public Space
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Public Spaces, the best place to make your space?
Introduction


§ « Come back » of  public spaces


§ Report for CIC :
“Importance of  Public Space in the Integration Process and in Building Welcoming Communities


§ Little Maghreb







§ Definition


§ Public spaces and Public Sphere


§ Come back of  public spaces
§ Growing role of  public sociality in our urban communities


§ Space that is accessible to everyone and that belongs to everyone
§ Public space is a central but complex feature of  social life


Public Spaces, the best place to make your space?
Importance of  Public Space in the Integration Process and in Building Welcoming Communities 







§ Types of  public spaces and activities


§ Public spaces where permanent activities are organized
§ activities take place in common spaces such as public markets


§ Public spaces where occasional activities are organized
§ festivals or cultural events


§ Public community facilities or institutions
§ community facilities or institutions


§ museums, libraries and recreational centres


Public Spaces, the best place to make your space?
Importance of  Public Space in the Integration Process and in Building Welcoming Communities







§ Three dimensions of  public spaces


§ Centrality
§ opportunities to associate with diverse people


§ particular attraction


§ Visibility
§ process of  recognition


§ ethnic branding of  the cities


§ Accessibility
§ lack of  information


§ restrictions


Public Spaces, the best place to make your space?
Importance of  Public Space in the Integration Process and in Building Welcoming Communities







§ Inclusive practises


§ Festivals
§ Museums
§ Local libraries
§ Cultural and sports activities to assist in integration
§ Commemorative squares, gardens and places
§ Mobility
§ Public transit and migrants


Public Spaces, the best place to make your space?
Importance of  Public Space in the Integration Process and in Building Welcoming Communities 







§ Recommendations 


§ Working about/around memory 
§ From “microheritage” to heritage 
§ Avoiding folklorization
§ One-time and long-term experiences 


Public Spaces, the best place to make your space?
Importance of  Public Space in the Integration Process and in Building Welcoming Communities







§ “Little Maghreb”
§ Villeray-Saint Michel Parc Extension
§ Electoral area : François Perrault


Public Spaces, the best place to make your space?
« Little Maghreb » 







§ “Little Maghreb”


Public Spaces, the best place to make your space?
« Little Maghreb » 


District électoral Arrondissement Ville de Montréal


Nombre % Nombre % Nombre %


Population immigrante 13 525 40,8% 61 095 43,0% 488 090 30,8%


Immigrants récents 3 340 24,7% 15 035 24,6% 125 340 25,7%


Pays de naissance des 
immigrants 13 525


Italie 2 315 17,1% 6 095 10,0% 49 240 10,1%


Haïti 1 590 11,8% 8 470 13,9% 39 280 8,0%


Pays de naissance des 
immigrants récents 3340 15 035 125 340


Algérie 830 24,9% 2 235 14,9% 12 960 10,3%


Maroc 530 15,9% 1 305 8,7% 10 700 8,5%







Public Spaces, the best place to make your space?
« Little Maghreb » 


§ Distribution of  Moroccan immigrants in the Montreal CMA, 2006







§ What is Little Maghreb?
§ Little Maghreb is a commercial street of  Montreal
§ Interrogate the new territorialisation of  the North-African people
§ Significations of  the place 
§ Illustrate : «right to the city» in « taking space » and « making space » 


Public Spaces, the best place to make your space?
« Little Maghreb »


•Founding Neighborhood
•Integration Neighborhood
•Ethnic commercial street


• --» Impacts on Interethnic cohabitation


Ethnic


•Local economic developement
•Touristic developement
•Ethnic enclave economy
•Ethnic Branding
•Commercial street


Commercial







§ Festive“Little Maghreb” and Interethnic Cohabitation in the commercial street.


§ Interethnic interactions in public spaces
§ “Le Souk” and the events FIFA WorldCup
§ Street was used as a stage
§ « Perfomative belongings »
§ integrate a specific  ethnic memory in a larger one
§ perform its identity


Public Spaces, the best place to make your space?
« Little Maghreb » 







Souk, Little Maghreb, 2010







Souk, Little Maghreb, 2010







Souk, Little Maghreb, 2010







FIFA WorldCup, Little Maghreb, 2010







FIFA WorldCup, Little Maghreb, 2010







FIFA WorldCup, Little Maghreb, 2010
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streets, squares 
& the seawall
vancouver’s spaces of encounter 
and their role in integration


Public space


andrew pask | vancouver public space network







Streets, 
sidewalks
parks…


Libraries, schools, 
city hall, public 
transit…


Subsidized 
childcare, malls, 
‘Third spaces’…?


Ownership  s Accessibility s Use s Experience







the role of public space


Public space







































making public space work as 
a site of encounter


Public space











































































vancouver: neighbourhoods







vancouver: 
immigrant population 
(2006 census)







vancouver: 
recent immigrants 
(2006 census)







vancouver: 
park space/capita 
(2006 census – ha/1000)







vancouver: 
park space / 
immigrant population 
(2006 census)







andrew@VancouverPublicSpace.ca


vpsn.ca
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