
      Brian Storseth 

      Member of Parliament 

       Westlock – St. Paul 

 

Dear Friend, 

I am writing you today to discuss my private members bill, Bill C-304 An Act to Amend the 

Canadian Human Rights Act: Protecting Freedom. 

Freedom of speech is the bedrock upon which all other freedoms are built.  Without freedom of speech, 

freedom of religion and freedom of assembly hold no true value.  For over 40 years, Canadians have been 

stripped of this fundamental freedom by an overzealous bureaucracy imposing a vague and loosely written 

law, Section 13 of the Canadian Human Rights Act (CHRA). 

The Canadian Human Rights Act was passed in 1977 under the Trudeau government and Section 13 was 

included as a result of recorded hate messages being dispersed in Toronto.  There has been a long history of 

dissatisfaction with this Section of the CHRA as it directly conflicts with Section 2(b) of the Charter of 

Human Rights and Freedoms, which guarantees individuals the fundamental right to freedom of expression. 

While Section 13 may have been implemented with well meaning intentions, in an effort to combat 

discrimination and hate speech, its implications reach much further, chilling free speech and stifling the 

growth and development of our society. 

Under Section 13, truth and intent are not a defense.  Defendants are denied the right to due process, 

to a speedy trial, to face their accuser, and the right to an attorney.  These are not the characteristics 

of an open and democratic society that promotes equality and fairness. 

Protecting Freedom will repeal Section 13 of the CHRA in an effort to reconstruct freedom of speech as a 

cornerstone of our great country.  To achieve this, hate speech allegations must be addressed through an 

open, transparent and democratic process, through the Criminal Code of Canada.  However, this is just one 

step of many that need to be taken to ensure that an appropriate balance is sought when determining 

justifiable limitations on freedom of speech in Canada.  Here in Alberta, Section 3 of the Alberta Human 

Rights Act (AHRA) harbours the same deficiencies and corrupted structure as that of Section 13 of the 

CHRA. 

Please sign this petition and send it back to me so we can encourage Premier Alison Redford to follow 

through on her election promise and repeal Section 3 of the AHRA. 

Hate speech is a very serious issue and it must be dealt with appropriately, with police investigations and 

appropriate penalties.  True hate speech, speech intended to incite hatred and subject persons of an 

identifiable group to harm, deserves more than a slap on the wrist and should be carefully examined under 

the Criminal Code, which already contains provisions and where it is a more appropriate fit. 

Thank you for your time, 

 

Brian Storseth, MP 

Westlock – St. Paul 

 

http://www.google.ca/imgres?q=canada+flag&um=1&hl=en&biw=1366&bih=599&tbm=isch&tbnid=so03o53qhPadMM:&imgrefurl=http://canflag.com/gallery.php?folder=canflag_static&docid=K8ypimc_xaIh2M&imgurl=http://canflag.com/images/canflag/static/flag-of-canada.jpg&w=600&h=300&ei=x1DzT5HnOara0QGxgunrCQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=795&vpy=191&dur=156&hovh=159&hovw=318&tx=213&ty=81&sig=112910981178058376434&page=1&tbnh=77&tbnw=154&start=0&ndsp=21&ved=1t:429,r:4,s:0,i:150


Petition to the Legislative Assembly of Alberta 

In Legislature Assembled 

 

We, the undersigned citizens of Canada, draw the attention of the house to the following: 

Whereas:  Repealing Section 3 of the Alberta Human Rights Act would reinstate freedom of 

speech as a cornerstone of our democracy. 

Therefore:  We support Member of Parliament for Westlock – St. Paul Brian Storseth’s private 

members bill, Bill C-304 An Act to Amend the Canadian Human Rights Act: Protecting Freedom 

to repeal Section 13 of the Canadian Human Rights Act and also call for Section 3 of the Alberta 

Human Rights Act to be repealed. 
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MP Brian Storseth 

4401-50
th

 Avenue 

St. Paul, AB 

T0A 3A3 


