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The overriding question Project 1.3 (Contaminants) hopes to answer is how climate variability in physical 
forcing and the biogeochemical response to this primary forcing will affect organohalogen and trace metal 
contaminant cycling at strategic locations across an east-west section of the high Arctic. Ultimately, we 
propose to relate changes in delivery and biogeochemical cycling of these contaminants to their levels in fish, 
marine mammals and the people who consume these tissues as part of their traditional diets. Mercury, a 
high priority northern contaminant, is potentially also an ideal "climate" tracer and will therefore be the 
object of detailed investigation. 
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