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Aboriginal Peoples of Ontario

This factsheet looks at the 2006 Census data on the Aboriginal
peoples of Canada released by Statistics Canada.

Ontario’s Aboriginal Population

In the 2006 Census, 242,495 people self-identified as
Aboriginal persons (that is, North American Indian or
First Nations people, Métis or Inuit) in Ontario. This
represented 2% of the province’s total population, an
increase from 1.7% in 2001.

In 2006, the majority of the Aboriginal population was
North American Indian, representing 65.3% (down
from 69.9% in 2001). The Métis followed at 30.4% (up
from 25.7% in 2001), and the Inuit at 0.8% (up from
0.7% in 2001).

Between 2001 and 2006, Ontario’s Aboriginal
population grew faster than the non-Aboriginal
population, increasing 28.3%, nearly five times faster
than the 6.2% rate of growth for the non-Aboriginal
population. Several factors may account for the fast
growth of the Aboriginal population, both demographic
and non-demographic (e.g. more individuals choosing
to identify themselves as an Aboriginal person).

Of the three Aboriginal groups, the fastest gains in
population between 2001 and 2006 occurred among
the Métis and the Inuit with growth rates of 52.3% and
48%, respectively. The North American Indian or First
Nations people increased by 19.6%.

One in Five Aboriginal people Lived on Reserves

In 2006, a fifth of all Aboriginal peoples in Ontario lived
on reserves, with another 18.3% in rural areas.

Of those on reserves, nearly all (99%) were North
American Indian, virtually unchanged from 2001,

and representing around 30% of the North American
Indian population.

The Métis and the Inuit lived mainly in urban areas at
72% and 82%, respectively.

The Aboriginal Population is Relatively Younger

The Aboriginal population is younger than the non-
Aboriginal population. More than a third (35.7%)

of the Aboriginal population consists of children and
teenagers aged 19 and under, compared with a
quarter (25.1%) for the non-Aboriginal population.
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The Aboriginal Population Across Canada

® |n 2006, over half (53.5%) of Canada’s Aboriginal
population lived in three provinces: Ontario, British

The Aboriginal Population, by Province
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Columbia and Alberta. -
® Ontario, the most populous province, is also the 2071 =
province with the largest Aboriginal population. One in ;2)2 . B 20t [ 2006

five of the country’s Aboriginal peoples (21%) lived in s 1754
Ontario in 2006.
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® BC had the second-largest Aboriginal population 125
(17% of Canada), followed by Alberta (16%). 00
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®  Most Aboriginal people lived in Ontario and the West,

but the fastest increase in the last five years occurred ont BC Alta Man Sask Que Nt NS Nid NWT NB Yukon PEI
east Of Man |t0ba Source: 2001 & 2006 Census of Canada.
® Between 2001 and 2006, the number of people — )
identifying themselves as Aboriginal increased 42% in 2001-2006 Aboriginal P_opulatlon Growth,
Nova Scotia, 39.4% in Quebec, 28.6% in PEI, 28.3% in Per cent by Province
Ontario, and 24.9% in Newfoundland and Labrador. 50
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® |n 2006, the highest concentrations of Aboriginal 102 97
population were found in the Territories and in the ] 20
Prairies. . ﬂ I

® Nunavut had the highest proportion of Aboriginal people NS Que PEI Ont Mid Alta Man Yukon BC NWT Nvt Sask NB
in its population (85%) in 2006, followed by the
Northwest Territories (50%) and the Yukon (25%).

Source: 2001 & 2006 Census of Canada.

Share of Aboriginal People in Total Population
® Among the provinces, Manitoba and Saskatchewan P

have the largest proportion of Aboriginal people at 90
15.5% and 14.9%, respectively.
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® All provinces east of Manitoba had less than 3% of 70 Bl 2000 [ 2006
Aboriginal people in their populations, with the exception | o |
of Newfoundland and Labrador which had almost 5%. 50 |

® |n Ontario, Aboriginal people accounted for 2% of the 40 -
total population in 2006. 30

" About one in 10 Aboriginal people (26,575) in Ontario 207
lived in the Toronto Census Metropolitan Area (CMA), 10 232322192 11
representing 0.5% of the total population of the CMA. 0

CAN Nvt NWT Ykn Man Sask Alta BC Nfld NS NB Ont Que PEI
Source: 2001 & 2006 Census of Canada.
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