DECISION NOTE
FORKS OF THE CREDIT PROVINCIAL PARK
MANAGEMENT PLAN MINOR AMENDMENT

Issue:

Proposed minor amendment to the Forks of the Credit Provincial Park Management
Plan to accommodate a connecting link of the Trans Canada Trail.

Background:

Forks of the Credit Provincial Park is a 282 hectare Natural Environment class park
established by regulation under the Provincial Parks Act 1n 1985. Located about 18
kilometres southeast of the Town of Orangeville, the park has limited development with
one central parking lot providing access to a system of hlkmg trails. The Forks of the
Credit Provincial Park Management Plan was approved in 1990. The Forks is part of
the Niagara Escarpment Parks and Open Space System. |

Two trails in the vicinity of Forks of the Credit Provincial, namely, the Caledon Trail and
the Elora to Cataract Trail have already been embraced as sections of the Trans Canada
Trail. The provincial park is considered to be the optimum location for a linkage between
the two sections of the Trans Canada Trail. Existing park trails and an acqulred closed
portion of former railroad allowance would be utilized for the linkage. A minor park
management plan amendment is required to approve the prqposed trail linkage through
Forks of the Credit Provincial Park. The intent would be for the shared-use trail to
accommodate walking, cross-country skiing, horseback riding and cycling. Walking and
cross-country skiing are presently conforming uses in the provincial park. A minor plan
amendment would be required to permit horseback riders and cyclists, but only on the
designated trail. ‘

The Town of Caledon is a major partner in this project and has granted permission for the
trail to cross municipal lands and utilize unopened road allowances abutting the park.
The only proposed development associated with the trail linkage is a bridge to span the
Credit River at a former bridge site. The river itself is regulated as part of the park,
however, no footings or cribbing will occur on park property. New bridge footings would
be constructed on abutting municipal lands, with an adequate set back from both existing
footings and the river. The bridge would be designed to accommodate pedestrians,
horses and light maintenance vehicles. The bridge and any necessary trail upgrading will
be financed through local contributions and through the T: rans“ Canada Trail fund.




The proposal has already been subject to some external public consultation by virtue of
the involvement of the Town of Caledon, Grand River and Credit Valley Conservation
Authorities, Ontario Trail Riders Association, Bruce Trail Association, Ontario Trails
Council and Trans Canada Trail. Ontario Parks sits on a Trail Linkage Committee hosted
by the local municipality. The proposed trail linkage has also been the subject of an
academic project by a group of University of Guelph students. A Caledon Trailway Day
was held on June 21, 1997 to locally promote the Trans Canada Trail.

All requirements under Exemption Order MNR-59/2, Environmental Assessment:
Provincial Parks Program, will be met upon approval of the minor plan amendment. A
public notice will be posted by Ontario Parks on site 45 days in advance of the formal
linkage There will be no significant environmental impact, therefore, a proposal notice is
not required to be posted on the Environmental Registry. |

Ministry Position:

It is recommended that a minor amendment to the Forks of the Credit Provincial Park
Management Plan be approved to allow the Trans Canada Trail linkage to go through
the park, approve an associated bridge crossing over the Credit River, and to allow
horseback riding and cycling to occur on the designated trail.

Prepared June 25, 1997 by:

Brian Huis

Park Planning Specialist

Southwestern Parks Zone, Ontario Parks
Tel: (519) 661-2794




' APPROVAL STATEMENT

I am pleased to approve a minor amendment to the Forks of the Credit Provincial
Park Management Plan as official policy for the management and development of
this park. The amendment pertains to a Trans Canada Trail linkage through the
park. Besides hiking and cross-country skiing, horseback riding and bicycling
would be added as permitted uses on the designated trail.-

The amendment reflects this Ministry’s and Ontario Parks’ intent to protect the
cultural, natural and recreational features of Forks of the Credit Provincial Park
and maintain high quality opportunities for outdoor recreation and heritage
appreciation for both residents of Ontario and visitors to the Province.

% W L7, P

Norm Richards Date
Managing Director
Ontario Parks




it Parking

Forks of the Credit Provincial Park

Toilet (vault privy)

—_——Trail essummmsnns. Trans Canada Trail Linkage

(proposed)
‘ | \ ‘ /// ﬁ//j 5,,"'/, | '_’Entrance \
/ " ) S
Gravel A\
/4 Pit ,/"
/ 4 7

N
\

N

-

Seseers
/4
7 !
)

@'I
7 >
2

<A77
wo/'/-/l_/‘
L

O
C

s
e

@ | Contour Interval 10 Metres
MeneslO0 O 100 200 300 400 500 Metres |
L 1 1 1 1 1 ]




The Site

The Trail begins in the southwest at Elizabeth Street in Terra Cotta. It ends on the north
east boundary of the Town at Highway 9 jyst east of Palgrave. The trail is approximately
thirty five kilometres (twenty-two miles) long. It is accessible where it crosses roads, and
from several short paths within newly developed residential areas. The trail cuts through
the villages of Terra Cotta, Cheltenham, Mglewood, Caledon East and Palgrave.

- TOWN OF CALBDON
i PARKS AND RECREATION
H F .
uy .
3/ .
f'// o
5/d I | w
[ ., P
'- < ‘> . MPNO M1
N T ) .
foay™
-
CALEDON ‘ 3 R
S : | -7 pgpsd HRES
WIGHWAT 24 , I . : A
T =3 T¥-FIHTHSHE
BELFOU? ,’:' T N R
o > ) . J R :-V. "i
4wt X 11 r g /
= P il 2 3 /
e T £ sy /
P A 1/
7 L 0 - ' /
_ - Nﬁm i
INGLEWOO, .
i 3 . .F)Ffig_“ra." >
“CHBLTEN - gt ] .. I ) porro
T » > A Lo . L st SE: L . Lssdrt T
- N . ) -
i'sn' Y % I _Cx. 'fd > - 1
’ : [~ u = N
@ upL 4
A e
C A L E D (o] N R A 1 L T R A 1 L

The Caledon Rail Trail
' * Forks of the Credit Provincial Park




© »3eve 03734238 « MOT - SEb1 AINT - NOIAVIISSSY AVMIIVEL 1IVEVIVI YHO1I 96610
11IHIH.IHIHIHQI..|

NOISIOILIEM / BNODTIN LUV AACAYT P NJISIC  HAINS BONVITI SNOLAVEISATI  STIIMOM VIING ONY INVYD INVd SYN

1 NN 2 |
o) pweey ] A 77X

- B tlf_qt..__-l.-.. oM Mg H 3 M&. 2 S //.r!d

\ Py i, by © m.v == g U F]

pa— puod olon/owwy =8 by
- ’ N\ i\t mox Anvpunoq peytiover, A2 (P
° TA HMOX g hapstipniigust ne =X\ p
- ' SHMOX o ..e.:i..s.:inl;..“ “ oty \\.o. Jw % »v
i ? Mo saon caLLmg’ Kooy A Y W) S =5
- ..nbaam%—_ 2\ VOS2 g peassg f.!V-Iax.!:ll.!.e
/ M u\_a dppna vof B8ng e f 1o wne) ylna L]
] W/v”m ) - _m
T\ - \uowg B \ Mw Y\ 3 y\/ 1
- o ’\O ~ P W Saman »
§ \...% < S i
- (ol
Y
| -
| Q—.\a 0OM}2
S poomjag
—
| ~
pwsieiem oz 1 ° T

1 o Bousieem 5 HPED AVAXTIVEL IDVHVIVD VIOTH
! )N NN RN

$n6134 pue ©J0[3 UMM Kem)iea] 3y Jeau ~ SAIY
» woIsnyy Aluno) uoIBUIIIIM ) JO WOy ‘adeld UOIBUIIISM

“firmmuied pue fwouds

4301022 Sunjur] 1Y v se ud3s 3q Lew doaprzuf
34 “YIE] [EPUIA0I] 3IPAID) Y JO S0 Sy IE
PIssa00T 5q UEd [reI] oMIg Y put ABmprzuy dys jo
uond3s e Juope sassed jres] Lojjep purin ay ] “des
-B1ED) 38 1Pa1T) SUP3 JO SHIO4 Y3 put e poompdg
*38107) ei0[g 243 1€ punoj swasks ysed Jofew
32143 st []om st ‘93pu pue £o[[eA ‘Mopesws pue

10]POOM ‘SONIUNWIWOD [EINI PUE VEGIN (P31 Y3
PUE pueID) 33) spaysiazem oma sul Mompos] 3y 1
SGIHSYILVM OML

N33IM138 ANIT V

“Ajjesauad Liuszni

[e20] >y jo 110ddns oy £4q pue sdnoid 1asn

‘sqnjd 21A13s *s10uop Aeand pue erodiod ‘uon
-EPUNO UONEAIISUOY) AJ[[EA PUBID) 3y ] ‘OutIu()
Jo 2duIA01] 21 Jo 11oddns [edueuy 2y £q sjqissod
apew u23q aAeY Avmysps] e se 1udwdo[2A3p )

PpuE J0p1IIOD J1es ]7) pouoputqe 3t jo uonisinboy

‘sanpea 28wiudy

[eamn> pue jesnieu jo vondaeid oyp Sudesnoous
W wres Y1 18 ‘JJ1ym SAEM JUDISYIP Ul JUSW
-uos1Aud 11941 210]dx> Ued 3doad Yorym yInosy
sjed seaul] 10 Aemua2id v 218213 01 51 [e0d Ay .

‘UONEIOSSY AEM|iEl] 1DEIEIE)) BI0|]

ay) yum uonesddood ut way 4q padeuew s pue
SANLIOYINY UOIIEAISUOY) I5ATY PUEID) pue Ldjjep
1pa1D) Y1 AQ PaUMO st Avmpiva] 13vav3v) va0jF Y|
SNOILVYINID 3¥NnLNd

404 JIHSY¥3INLYVIL V

AVATIVIL LOVIV.LVO VIO T dH.L €R






